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Foreword 


The West Bengal Board of Secondary Education publishes this 
book on History (Ancient Ages) for class VI. The Board has also 
published the book on the History (Middle Ages) for class VII 
in consonance with this book. 

The'story of civilisation and its rise and fall in the Middle Ages 
was not as simple as that of the Ancient Ages. Changes in economy 
made the political and social life of this age complicated. The 
academic and social milieu of this age was circumscribed especially 
by religious laws and injunctions. Such characteristics of human 
civilisation took different shapes in different countries. The rigidity 
of réligious laws and injunctions, bigotry and political clashes 
slowed down the process of civilization in the Middle Ages. But 
struggle against the oppression and exploitation perpetrated by 
the power-mongers did not cease. The efforts at establishing truth 
and justice through rationalisation and judgement could not be 
curbed. Through many upheavals the diversification of human 
civilisation ensured the triumph of humanity, regenerated a new 
age of civilisation. The end of the Middle Ages. 

The story of this transformation and regeneration of civilisation 
has been told in the book as simply as possible. Unwanted load 
of content has been reduced. Besides this, for self-learning by 
the learners some periodic tasks based on the syllabus have been 
incorporated. Subject-experts, professors and teachers have 
taken adequate care to make the book attractive-to the learners. 
Different types of questions and exercises have been included. 
. Chronologicall tables, pictures, maps, etc. have been inserted to 
‚ documentate the content. Constructive criticism and suggestion 

for upgrading the standard of the book are cordially invited. 


77/2, Park Street Chittaranjan Bandopadhyay 
Calcutta-700016 President 


4 April, 1995 West Bengal Board 
: of Secondary Education 
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History (Middle Ages) 
Chapter I 
What is the Middle Age 


Introduction: In the history of human civilisation we come across 
changes of various types. These changes usually take place very 
slowly. After centuries of such slow changes, in course of time 
fundamental changes take place. These fundamental changes lead 


` to basic transformation of social, economic and political systems. 


Basic changes also take place in religious beliefs, education, 
culture. In a word the entire society gets transformed and attains 
a new dynamism. Historians of a later period characterise such 
age of transformation as a new Epoch. 

The Middle Ages in Europe: 

In ancient Europe the basis of society and civilisation was slave 
labour. With the improvement of Roman civilisation, slave society 
also developed fully. From Sth century A.D. signs of decay 
appeared in the slave society of Europe. The oppression of slave 
- owners, revolt of the slaves and invasion by barbarian hordes 
led to gradual disintegration of the Roman Empire based on 
slavc-owning aristocracy. The huge Roman Empire collapsed and 
out of it,two Empires appeared. Rome became the capital of 
Western Roman Empire. Byzantium (Constantinople) became the 
capital of the Eastern Roman Empire. The Western RomanEmpire 
collapsed within a short time. The emperors who succeeded the 
Roman emperor Augustus Caesar were worthless and oppressive. 
Slave trade became obsolete in the western part. Quarrels broke 
out among Roman aristocrats and generals. Famine, epidemics 
as well as rebellions of the subjects occurred at regular intervals. 

In this period of anarchy, Germanic tribes started capturing the 
provinces of West Europe one after another. In the 5th Century 
A. D. the Western Roman Empire consisted of only Italy and Gaul 
(France). In 476 A.D. а German general overthrew the last Roman 
Emperor Romulus Augustulus. With this the Western Roman 
Empire came to an end. Historians treat this event to mark the 
end of the ancient period in Europe and the beginning of the Middle 
Ages. 
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History (Middle Ages) 

Why do historians consider the end of the Western Roman 

Empire to be the starting point of a new epoch? This was so, 
because from thistime onwards many changes started taking place 
in Western Europe. Firstly, from this time the old slave civilisation 
practically came to an end. Germans settled down permanently 
in different provinces ofthe Roman Empire. Romans and Germans 
freely mixed with each other, leading to changes in their dress 
habits, customs and so on. The free German labourers were 
extremely hard working. They produced bumper crops by cultiva- 
ting the land and many became owners of such land. Later on, 
they became Christians. A new society emerged in Western 
Europe out of such fusion of Germans and Romans. 
. Secondly, Germans became more and more powerful in diffe- 
rent provinces of the Roman Empire. The German warriors 
replaced the Roman aristocrats and set-up independent kingdoms 
one after another. The ancient Germanic society was patriarchal. 
Now, this gradually came to an end, and like the Romans, the 
Germans also made monarchy hereditary. The German Kings 
established rule of law on the basis of the Roman legal system. 

Thirdly, the German chiefs, after becoming owners of landed 
cstates, employed free peasants for cultivation. The German land 
owners only owned the land. The peasants lived under their 
protection but they were not the property of the land owners. 
In this new economic set-up the peasants were allowed to live 
with their family in the landed estates of the land owners, and 
got a portion of the total produce. Thus, a new economic system 
grew up which came to be known as the feudal system. 

Fourthly, although the Western Roman empire collapsed, the 
authority of the Christian church was not undermined. Rather, 
the Church became all powerful. The Church played a very 
important role in bringing back law and order in Western Europe. 
The biggest influence of the Church could be seen in the field 
of education and culture. In fact the Church became the sole centre 
of education and culture in this age. Gradually the literature, 
science and philosophy of the Greeks and Romans started disa- 
ppearing. Thc Romans and the Germans now only learnt the Latin 
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language and religious beliefs. This historical change took place 
not only in Europe but all over the world. However, in different 
parts of the world such changes occured in different times and 
under different circumstances. Hence, each country’s change had 
certain distinctive features. 
The middle Ages in India: 

In the middle of the Sth century A. D. a powerful tribe from 
Central Asia known as the Huns invaded India. The Gupta Empire 
was then on the decline. This was the time when the Germanic 
tribes had attacked West Europe. Under their attack the Roman 


to cultivate and enjoy the fruits of their labour. Land belonged 


to the feudal king. They were the sole owners of land and land 
revenue. Similarly, 


and their families. In other words 


age in India also span 
Century A. D. 
The Basic features of the middle age: 


In the history of human Civilisation the middle age cannot be 
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civilisation and creates new features. That is why, we cannot 
understand the middie age without a knowledge of the ancient. 
Again many features of the middle age can be found in the modern 


. age also. 


The main features of the middle ages are somewhat different 
in different countries. For example, the role played by thc Bra- 
hmins in social and economic life in India in the middle age was 
not quite the same as the role of the clergymen in Europe. Again 
the role played by landed aristocrats known as barons in Europe 
was not quite the same as the feudal monarchs in India. Then 
again in both Europe and India the priests and the landlords were 
parasites who usurped the wealth produced by others. In both 
Europe and India the two main pillars of the state structure in 
the middle age were the priests and the feudal landlords. Like 
Europe, in India too the Buddhist monasteries and Hindu temples 
were the main centres of education and learning. Such similarities 
as well as differences were the main distinctive features of the 
middle age in different countries. 

What have you learned? 

© In all spheres of society basic changes and new dynamism took 
place, which characterised the beginning of an epoch. They 
vary from country to country. 

@ In Europe the middle age started from the time of the downfall 
of the Western Roman Empire, while in India the middle age 
started from the time of the collapse of the Gupta Empire. 

e In Europe a new civilisation was created by the fusion of the 
cultures of Romans and Germans. 

ө In both Europe and India feudalism grew up but their types 
were different. 

e In Europe Christianity and thc church controlled the education 
system while in India a similar role was played by the Brahmins, 
temples and Buddhist monasteries. 

ө In Europe the old system of slavery disappeared. In India, it 
broke down but did not totally disappear. 
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Exericises 


. Answer in one or two words: 

(a) What was the social basis of ancient Europe ? 

(b) What was the name of the capital of the Western Roman 
Empire ? 

(c) Which dynasty ruled India at that time ? 

(d) Who was the last emperor of Rome ? 

(e) When did the middle age start in India ? 

. Give brief answer: 

(a) What is meant by an epoch in history ? 

(b) Why did the system of slavery break down in Europe ? 

(c) What changes were brought in the life of the peasants under 
the Germans? 

(d) What is meant by feudalism ? 

(c) How did the Church preserve law and order and advance 
the cause of education and culture in Society ? 

. Essay type questions: 

(a) Explain how the middle age started in Eurpoe. 

(b) Why did the Roman Empire collapse ? Why is the downfall 
of the Roman Empire characterised as a new epoch ? 

(c) How did the fedual System develop in the Gupta age ? 

(d) Discuss the distinctive features of the middle age? 

(e) What were the main differences between the social and 
€conomic systems of India and Europe ? 

. Give the correct answer: 

(a) The Western Roman Empire collapsed in 476 B.C./1757 
A.D./1857 A.D./ 1947 A.D. 

(b) India was invaded by the Germanic tribes/Huns/ Gupta 
Kings/ Harshavardhana. 

. Fill up the gaps: 

(a) A very powerful Roman Empire was ——. 

(b) The middle age continued up to ——. 

(c) The main educational centres in India existed in 
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Chapter II 
The Middle Age in Europe 


Introduction: The middle age in Europe started from the entry 
of German tribes into West Europe. Originally the German tribes 
used to live in the forest areas of North and Central Europe. From 
the 2nd century A.D. changes took place in the life style of thc 
German tribes. From hunting and pastoral life they gradually 
became agriculturists. In search of good cultivable soil they left 
their original home-land and advanced towards West and South 
Europe. This was the time when the slave trade had collapsed 
in the Roman Empire. Hence help from the German peasants and 
soldiers became essential for the Romans. Emperor Marcus Aurc- 
lius allowed the Germans to settle down within the frontiers of 
his empire. Upto the 4th Century, the Germans lived in peace, 
building up settlements in different parts of the Roman Empire. 
The Hun aitack on the Germans :- 

Towards the end of the 4th Century the dare devil Huns attacked 
the Germans. The Huns were a branch of the Mongols. They were 
yellow-skinned short but extremely brave. They moved in large 
numbers on horse back and were armed with bows and arrows. 
Their original home land was in the Western part of China, to 
the North-West of India to the North of the Caspian Sea. From 
thé 2nd century A.D. the tribes whose original home land was 
in Central Asia, started shifting away from their home land. When 
the Huns advanced from the East, the Germans felt the pressure 
and they shifted further West. In 376 A.D. Visigoths were defeated 
by the Huns and they entered the Roman Empire. They also started 
to settle down within the Roman Empire. Under pressure from 
the Huns, the Vandals, Franks, and other German tribes entered 
thc Roman Empire from many directions. In 476 A.D. the last 
Roman Emperor Romulus was defeated by a German General 
and with this the Western Roman Empire came to an end. 

Although the Roman Empire collapsed, two of the contributions 
of Roman civilisation remained. One such heritage was the Roman 
Law and the sccond was the belief in the unity of the Roman 


7 


ADVANCE OF 
THE GERMANS 


History (Middle Ages) 


:;PANONIAT y 
BULGARIA 


ADVANCE OF THE GERMANS 


oc 


в 


History (Middle Ages) 

Empire. The Germans had no written law that is why it becamc 
easy and natural for them to accept Roman laws. Thc Romans 
on thc other hand bclicved that the Roman Empire could never 
be destroyed. They did not accept the existence of the two Roman 
Empires and fully believed that the ancient Roman Empire would 
some day rise again. The Germans shared their belief. 

The life style of the new settlers :- 

When outsiders establish new settlements within a country, they 
are called settlers. In that sense the Germans were settlers in the 
Roman Empire. In the course of time they expanded their settle- 
ments and started residing permanently in those areas. The Franks 
settled down besidc the river Rhine and also in Holland, Flanders, 
Cologne and other places. The Saxons and the Celts had gone 
to England. The Visigoths crossed the Pyrenees mountains and 
settled down in Spain. The Vandals went to South Spain and North 
Atrica, the Ostrogoths to Central Italy and the Balkans and the 
Lombards to North Italy. Thus, citizens ofthe Roman Empire—the 
Germans spread all over Europe. 

Society :- 

The Roman historian Tacitus wrote a comprehensive book 
called ‘Germania’. From this we come to know much about the 
social, political and religious life of the Germans. They were 
pastoral pcople who loved warfare. Yet, there was much moral 
standard and law and orderin their social life. The German menfolk 
loved war and hunting and they were primarily engaged in cattle 
farming and agriculture. The prisoners of war became slaves. 
Women had much honour and dignity. 


The Political structure: 
The German political structure was divided into four phases. 


At the basic level there was the village —a score of village formed 
a Hundred. Several hundreds together became the gau and they 
in turn formed the State. The Germans had no conception of law. 
When they came to the Roman Empire, they learnt that if anybody 
committed a crime the State would punish him. 


-Religion: 


The Germans worshipped nature and forefathers. Their gods 
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and Godesses came from nature. For example, thunder was their 
God Thor. The godess of the sky was Fria, the King of the Gods 
was known as Odin and the God of war was known as Tue. Their 
religious belief was primitive and simple. 

New fusion of races in Europe :- 

The Germans came from the Teutonic race. They came from 
Scandinavia and they had their own civilisation. After entering the 
Roman Empire they started interacting with the Romans. There 
was much cultural contact and exchange between the Romans and 
the Germans, leading to the birth of a new civilisation. The 
Germans accepted Christianity. Their law and literature were 
influenced by Roman culture. In course of time the Romans and 
the Germans started inter-marrying The Germans retained their 
distinctive political features, yet, they incorporated much of the 
Roman State structure. The result was the birth of anew civilisation 
from which emerged most of the races of Europe and their different 
languages. 

The impact of Christianity on German Settlers :- 

As we know, the Germans came in contact with Christianity 
only after they entered the Roman Empire. From Christianity they 
learned moralities, good conduct and discipline. The original 
religion of the Germans was not a written one but Christianity 
was a written religion. In their eagerness to understand the new 
religion many of them started learning Latin. In this way changes 
started taking place in the pastoral life-style of the Germans. The 
fierce tribes gradually became much more civilised by their contact 
with a higher form of culture. As a result, European civilisation 
was saved from destruction. 

Beginning of the middle age-not a dark age :- 


Sometimes historians call the period from the 4th to the 7th 


Century as the “‘dark age". This is not true. The Roman Empire 


was vast, its wealth, culture and splendour existed for a very long 


time. After the Roman Empire collapsed, there was much anarchy. 
Political unity was destroyed. There was no peace in the country. 
As a result of all these, some historians conclude that the last light 
of European civilisation had gone out. But in reality the pursuit 
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of knowledge had not stopped. It was kept alive by the Christian 
priests in the monasteries. Each of them had ап exccllant library. 
One main daily work of the Christian priests was to copy the best 
books on science and literature written in the Greek and Latin 
languages. In the 7th Century huge libraries sprang up in monaste- 
ries situated in such places as Warmouth, Jarrow, Babio and so 
on. Together with their pursuit of knowledge the priests also kept 
alive the sense of morality. The concept of service was linked 
with the idcals of education and religion. A Christian priest called 
Saint Benedict played a vital role in rousing respect for the 
monasteries in the minds of men. All good senses did not disappear 
in the middle age. Everything was not lost in darkness. 
What have you learned ? 

The contribution of Roman civilisation survived the Hun and 

Germanic attacks. 

As a result of German settlements in the Roman Empire and 

inter mixture of the two peoples, and under the influence of 

Christianity, a new civilisation arosc. 

The middle age was not a totally dark age—education, sense 

of services to people and morality survived. They were kept 

alive by Christianity and the monasteries. 


Exercises 


. Write in one or two words 3 
(a) In which part of Europe did the Germans originally live ? 
(b) When did the Huns attack the Germans ? 
(c) By what name were the invading Huns called in Europe ? 
(d) To what race did the Germans belong ? 
(e) What was the earliest vocation of the Germans ? 


2. Brief Questions: 
(a) How did the Germans start settling down in the Roman 


Empire ? 
(b) Discuss the social, politicaland cultural life of the Germans 
(c) Briefly discuss the life style of the Huns. 


. Essay type questions : 
(a) What were the main contributions of the Roman Empire ? 


Ww 
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(Б) In which arcas did the German settlers build up their 
strong—holds in Europe ? 
(c) How did the German and Roman civilisation get intermi- 
xed. ? 
(d) What is the siginificance of not characterising the middle 
age in Europe as a dark age ? 
4. Give the correct answer: 
(a) The Huns were a branch of the Pathans/the Arabs/the 
. Mongols/the Germans. 
(b) The name of the book that Tacitus wrote was the Bible/Ge- 
rmania/Gitanjali. 
5. Connect two correct phrases by the sign of an arrow: 


Huns Franks 

The Banks of the river Rhine German Organisation 
Hundred England 

Saxon Caspian Sea 
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Chapter III 
The Byzantine Civilisation: 


Introduction: When in 476 A.D. the Roman Empire collapsed, 
in reality its Western part disappeared, but the Eastern part 
survived. Rome was the capital of the Western Roman Empire. 
But Byzantium (present day Constantinople-See Map no. 1) was 
the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire. This Empire came to 
be known as the Byzantium Empire and it lasted from 476 to 1453 
A.D. People of various races, languages and religious faiths lived 
in this Empire. They were able to live together because of the 
rule of a single emperor. 

Emperor Constantine (306-337 A.D.): Establishment of 
Constantinople and spread of Christianity : 

The city of Byzantium was established by Greek merchants close 
to the Bosphorous straits. At first the climate of this area was 
unhealthy. Hence the city did not grow. In the 4th Century the 
Roman Emperor Constantine shifted his capital to Byzantium. In 
his honour the city was named Constantinople. There were three 
reasons for shifting the capital to Byzantium. Firstly, Byzantium 
was located almost at the centre of the Roman Empire. To make 
the administration of the empire efficient, it was necessary to take 
the capital to such a central place. Secondly, from Byzantium it 
was easier to keep a sharp watch over such frontier areas as Syria, 
Armenia etc. In this period, certain changes in the trade pattern 
of these areas could also be observed. Thirdly, in Rome, democra- 
tic opinion was gaining in strength and there was erosion in the 
absolute power of the Emperor. For all these reasons, Constantine 
shifted his capital from Rome to Byzantium. 

Apart from the establishment of the new capital, Constantine 
did something else, which has made him immortal in history. He 
accepted the Christian faith and established Christianity as the 
state religion throughout his empire. This was done in 313 A.D. 
A new phase in European civilisation began. The religion that was 
so long in vogue in society and state was a primitive one, known 
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as pagan religion. The Roman Emperors were idol worshippers. 
Even before Constantine became a Christian, he had started giving 
patronage to Christianity. As a result, the influence of pagan 
religion was on the wane. Gradually the Germans too became 
christians. This helped peace and security to develop in Europe. 
That was the greatest achievement of Constantine. 

Emperor Justinian (527-565 A.D.) :- 

Justinian was the adopted son of Justin, ruler of the Eastern 
Roman Empire. In 
527 A.D. Emperor 
Justin died and Justi- 
nian became ruler of 
the whole of Eastern 
Roman Empire. He 
dreamt that he 
would recover the 
lost glory of the 
Roman Empire and 
build up a united 
powerful Empire 
Se der a single ruler. 
A MS His able assistant, 

SS ASS the brilliant general 

LN Belisarius helped to 
give concrete shape 
to the dreams of 
Justinian. With the 
erful army and Navy. 
estroyed the Vandal 
arthage. In 536 A.D. 
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The Laws of Justinian :- 

In the Eastern Roman Empirc, pcople of diverse races of 
different religions as well as various language groups co-existed. 
A uniting force was needed there. Justinian codified all the laws 
and customs of that area. In history this has come to be known 
as the laws of Justinian. The Roman laws were very complicated, 
Justinian simplified and consolidated them. Centuries after the 
Roman Empire had been destroyed, these laws survived in Europe. 
A Lawyer called Tribonian helped to write out the whole legal 
system. After Justinian conquered Rome, this legal system became 
prevalent in the whole of Italy and from there it spread to the 
rest of Europe. 


The art and sculpture of Byzantium :- 

Justinian was a great patron of art and sculpture. As a result 
during his time the Byzantine Empire had risen very high and what 
. may be called its golden age started then. Roads were constructed 
everywhere. A number of new palaces, hospitals, libraries and 
prayer places were built up throughout the empire. Constantine 
constructed the famous Church of St. Sophia. Later on this Church 
was destroyed in a great fire. Justinian rebuilt the Church. This 
was his most important achievement in the field of art and 
sculpture. 

During Justinian’s time the house of every citizen was practically 
a weaving centre. Apart from this, embroidery and other cottage 
industries were encouraged in almost every home. Byzantium was 
also famous for its work in mosaic. Many colours were added 
to glasses. Then these designs were implanted on stones. These 
designs were known as mosaic. In this period this country was 
rich in resources and people had much leisure. As a result, a finc 
taste for art and architecture developed. In the city there were 
beautiful gardens, splendid palaces, and colourful fountains. The 
work in Mosaic and also ornaments of gold and silver has kept 
people even now spellbound. The pride of the whole Empire was 
the palace of Constantinople, the church, other beautiful palaces, 
baths and the Victory tower. 

At the top of the royal palace was a mechanical clock. Inside 
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the palace, were trees decorated with gold and fruit and flowers 
decorated with pearls. There were well built sentries dressed in 
bright uniforms. Such a royal palace and royal court were a таге 
phenomenon. 

Artists of Byzantium were also famous. In the walls of the 
churches they painted beautifully, the life story of Jesus Christ, 
the episodes of the Bible and also the life sketches of Christian 
saints. This led to the Spread of Christianity and improvement 
of cultural standard of the people. It became possible for this 
empire to imbibe the best of the cultural heritage of both Europe 
and Asia, as Byzantium existed at the connecting point of the two 
continents. 

From this cultural synthesis arose new learning whose centres 
were Constantinople, Antioch, Athens and Alexandria. There 
were four universities in these four centres, where Greek literatu- 
re, philosophy and science were studied extensively. The fame 
of those universities spread far and wide. In this way, when the 
lamp of civilisation became dim in West Europe, it burnt brightly 
in the Byzantine Empire. 

Trade and commerce in Byzantium :- 

The vast development of trade and commerce Was one of the 
prime factors responsible for the greatness o 
civilisation. Constantinople was then the 
of the world. It carried on trade with Nor 
India and China. From Egypt came the { 
spices, jewellery and sandal wood, from 
and slaves. Apart from various crops, w 
stones were imported. Among manufa 
clothes, glass ware, ivory goods, handi 
At this time demand for silk greatly in 
supplied the silk. Emeror Justinian wante 
ly of China and brought silk cocoons { 
silk cultivation started in Greece and Sy 
Preservation of the Roman Culture: 

When there was anarchy in Western 

Germanic invasion, then it was the Byz 


f the Byzantine 
greatest trading centre 
th Africa, Central Asia, 
ood supply, from India 
Africa came ivory, gold 
ool, honey and valuable 


craft, jewels and so on. 
creased in Rome. China 
dto end the silk monopo- 


rom China. As a result, 
ria. 


Roman Empire duc to 
antine Empire that kept 
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alive the education and culture of the Greek and Roman world. 
The study of Greek and Latin went on uninterrupted in this arca. 
Side by side with language, literature, philosophy and political 
science, the study of medicine, law, mathematics, sciences, art 
and sculpture also went on.In the university of Alexandria a woman 
teacher called Hypatia became quite famous. Many people came 
and settled here from Russia, Bulgaria, Italy, Westand East Europe 
and North Africa. In consequence the Byzantine Empire witnessed 
a great intermingling of humanity. Much of the world’s tresure- 
-houses of knowledge was also kept here. Thelibrary of Constanti- 
nople was a store house of many invaluable manuscripts. Scholars 
from all over the world came here to study these books. These 
manuscripts were beautifully bound with the work of great artists 
inserted in every page. At the back of this splendid advancement 
ofcivilisationin Byzantium was the growth oftradeand commerce, 
increase of wealth and imperial patronage. 
The downfall of the Byzantine Empire :- 

Despite such great advancement of civilization, the Byzantine 
Empire was gathering forces of decay beneath the surface. The 
emperors who succeeded Justinian were mostly pleasure loving 
and inefficient. As a result disorder started growing inside the 
administration. The soldiers used to revolt every now and then. 
The people also became restive. Conflict also arose around 
: religious differences and social customs. Syria, Egypt, etc. had 
differentreligions and they wanted to break away from the Empire. 
Conflict also arose between the Emperors and the Pope—Head 
of the Christian Church. As a result the whole Christian world 
was divided into two—on the one side the Byzantine Empire with 
its Orthodox Greek Church, and on the other side Italy and West 
Europe with their Catholic Church. In the mean while Christian 
society got involved in the Crusades. The Byzantine Empire was 
gradually becoming decadent. In such a situation came the attacks 
from the Arabs and the Seljuk Turks. In 1453 Constantinople was 
destroyed by the attack of the Ottoman Turks. With this, the 
Byzantine Empirc came to an end. 


Fin 
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What have you learned ? ў 

9 Byzantium was the centre of the union of many cultures leading 
to great development of Civilisation. However, various other 
factors led to its downfall. 

9 Constantine and Justinian, the legal system. 

9 Trade and commerce, and architecture, as well as culture of 
Byzantium kept the Roman heritage alive. 


Exercise 


1. Objective questions: 
(a) The capital was shifted to Byzantium by Romulus/Consta- 
ntine/Odovacar/ Visigoth. 
(b) The primitive religion of Europe was known as pagani- 
sm/Christianity/Islam. 
(c) The Laws of Justinian was codified Бу Romulus/Tacitus 
Tribonian. 
(d) The Church of St. Sophia was constructed by Hypatia/the 
Vandals/Justinian. 
2. Very brief questions: 
(a) How long did the Eastern Roman Empire exist ? 
(b) What is the Significance of Byzantium’s name being cha- 
nged to Constantinople ? 


(c) Under which Roman Emperor did Christianity become a 
State religion ? 


(d) When did the Turks capture Constantinople. ? 
3. Brief questions: 
(a) Why was the Eastern Roman Empire called the Byzantine 
Empire ? 
(b) What was the Main aim of Justinian as a ruler ? 
4. Eassay type questions: 
(a) Why was the Capital shifted to Byzantium ? 
(b) Narrate the main achievements of Emperor Constantine. 
(c) What was the main achievements of the General ? 
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(f) How was the cultural heritage of Rome preserved by thé 
Byzantine Empire ? 

(g) How could Byzantium advance although it was the home 
land of people of diverse races ? 

(h) Discuss the main reasons for the downfall of the Byzantine 
Empire. 

Point out where the statements are true or false ? 

(a) Justinian shifted the capital of eastern Roman Empire to 

` Constantinople. 

(b) Constantine gives final recognition to Christianity. 

(c) The Byzantine Empire was famous for its works in Mosaics 
and for building of towers. 

(d) Hypatia was a Professor in the University of Alexandria. 


19 


History (Middle Ages) 
Chapter IV 
Islam and its impact 


Arabia and its Inhabitants : 

To the west the Red Sea, to the East the Persian Gulf, to the 
seuth the Arabian Sea — this is Arabia. In this vast stretch of land, 
three-fourths of the territory is desert, The only habitable area 
is the one-fourth remaining zone near the coast. It was here that 
the great civilisations of the ancient past — the Sumerian, the 
Babylonian and the Phoenician arose. In the desert area lived the 
Bedouins who had no fixed abode. They travelled from one area 
to another on horse back or on Camels. Loot, banditry and murder 
were very common in this area. Yet these people were extremely 
hardy, desperate but brave. Near the Red Sea, the coastal area 
was very suitable for agriculture, hence populated localities sprang 
up here. The inhabitants engaged themselves in agriculture and 
trade. Two towns soon grew up here - Mecca and Medina. 

Between the town-dwellers and the Bedouins of the desert, there 
was little difference in religious beliefs and social customs. They 
were divided into many tribes. Several families together constitu- 
ted a tribe. Each tribe had a leader known as Sheikh. Clashes 
between various tribes were common. Sometimes such clashes 
lasted for years. There was no peace and security in the land. 

An eye for an eye, a life fora life was the accepted law. There 
was no love for the people, no patriotic feeling as such. Men 
married several times. Women had no honoured status in society. 
Men and women lived a fast and irregular life. A 

The Arabs worshipped many gods and godesses - even trees, 
rocks, rivers, caves and wells. Each tribe had their own special 
god. Mecca was the most important religious centre. The holy 
water of the famous well Jam Jam, made this town famous. In 
the Kaaba temple of Mecca, there were shrines of many Gods 
and Godesses and a holy black stone. This was worshipped by 
devout Arabs. Many pilgrims visited this place. There were fairs 
during festivals. They assembled in a place called Okaj where 
competition of fencing, wrestling, bow and arrow shooting, reci- 
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ting of poems took place. : 

Mecca also developed as a trading centre. It developed trade 
links with other countries. Arab merchants also went to other 
countries in connection with trade and business. That is how they 
camein contact with Persia and the Christian countries. They came 
to know the religious beliefs of the Jews, Christians and Persians. 
They even carried on trade through sea-routes with the West Coast 
of India, They practically dominated the area around the Arabian 
Sea. 

The one thousand years preceding the emergence of Hajrat 
Mohammed, was practically a dark age for the Arabs. The holy 
Koran has characterised this period as "Aiyame Zaheliat". The 
Arab society, socially, economically and politically, reached a 
bottomless pit of degradation. It was in sucha situation, that Hajrat 
Mohammed appeared and Islam arosc. In the history of the Arabs, 
this was a most significant event. 

Hajrat Mohammed (570 - 632 A. D.) : His life and teachings: 

In Kaba in Mecca, in 570 A.D., Hajrat Mohammed was born 
in the Kuraish dynasty. His father Abdullah had died before his 
birth and his mother Amina also passed away when he was an 
infant. So this orphan was brought up by his uncle Abu Talcb. 
That is why in his childhood Mohammed did not get any formal 
education. However, under the guidance of his uncle and thanks 
to a wealthy widow of Mecca called Khadija, Mohammed in his 
youth travelled widely throughout Arabia including Syria, mainly 
in connection with the trading activities. In these areas he came 
in contact with men of diverse races and acquired enormous 
experience. Then he formed a peace keeping committee to stop 
internal quarrels and violence between different tribes and also 
to protect the honour of women. The efficiency of Mohammed 
and his honesty moved Khadija so much that she accepted him 
as her husband. Thus the problem of carninga livelihood no longer 
existed for Mohammed and he spent most of his time in a cave 
in the Hera Mountain near Mecea, praying to Allah. Here, when 


he was 40 years old, the Angel, Gabriel brought to himt essage 
of Allah. The essence of this message was "No @sc%hould 
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be worshipped except Allah". The Angel further, told him that 
Mohammed should become the prophet who must spread the 
Message of Allah far and wide. After this event, Mohammed 
devoted himself to Propagate this new religion. He told the people 
that it was useless to worship trees, stones and idols. The only 
divine force to remember and worship was Allah. 

This new religion Propagated by Hajrat Mohammed came to 
be known as Islam. The first person to accept this new faith was 
his wife Khadija. Later on Abu Bekr, his son-in-law Hajrat Ali 
and his servant Zaid accepted this new faith one after another. 
Gradually, as many People came to accept this new faith, a 
conspiracy started against Mohammed. His own tribe took the 
leadership to destroy this new religion before it could flourish. 
For, Islam had not only undermined the traditional religious faith 
of the ancestors of this tribe, with the Spread of Islam less and 
less pilgrims started coming to the holy Kaaba. The huge income 
made from laxes charged on pilgrims in this holy land Started 
rapidly decreasing. So the attack on Mohamed and his disciples 
became so terrible that in self-defence in 622 A.D. Mohammed 

) left Mecca and took shelter in Medina. This journey from Mecca 
| to Medina is known in the Arabic language as Hejira. That is why, 
the chronology of Hejira starts from this date. 

Those who left their dear motherla 
ny Mohammed to Medina are kno 


‚ Mohamm i- 
shed a fraternal society. He also issued a c ed establi 


Muslims and Jews could and should 
is known as the Medina Charter. 
The Kuraish tribe of Mecca became jealous at the success of 
Islam at Medina. And they came to attack Mohammed An 5 © 
war took place. In the battle of Bader, Mohammed We аит 
Вш іп the battle of Ohode the army of Mohammed was d 
But the victorious army was so tired that they failed to attack 


live in p 
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Medina or drive away the pilgrims from this arca. They returned 
to Mecca. Then by a treaty both sides agreed to give up war and 
enmity for ten years. But the Kuraish tribe violated the terms of 
the treaty and Mohammed organised a military expedition against 
them. He was victorious and entered Mecca where the inhabitants 
accepted Islam. Gradually Islam spread through out Arabia and 
the different tribes were united under a common religion. In 632 
A.D. Hazrat Mohammed passed away. 

Mohammed used to live a simple and austere life. Although he 
had enormous power, he lived in a cottage and used to stitch his 
used torn clothes himself. He was opposed to idolatory. Yet he 
did not hate the idol worshippers. With the defeated enemies, 
he was always magnanimous. He was totally opposed to forcible 
conversions. He laid the greatest emphasis on education. He used 
to say “if for education you have to go to distant China, then please 


go"! 
One meaning of the word Islam is peace, the other meaning 


is surrender. The key to the teaching of Islam is to surrender 
unconditionally to the one and great Allah. This is the way to 
achieve real peace. Those who accepted Islam are.known as 


: Muslims. The fundamental duties of Muslims are: (а) to repeat 
: Kalama that is to place total faith on Allah (b) to do Namaz (Pray) 


five times each day. (c) Each year during the month of Ramzan, 
to observe Roza (fast) (d) Wealthy Muslims must distribute a part 
of their income among poor Muslims. Thisisknownas zaqt If 
mentally and physically possible then every Muslim must once 
go on pilgrimage (Haj) to Mecca. All other prophets and Messiahs 
who came to this earth before the coming of Islam are equally 
respected by Islam. 

Hazrat Mohammed was illiterate. The divine messages that he 
received from time to time from Allah were compiled to constitute 
the holy Koran, and the advice that he gave on many occasions 
to his friends and disciples were compiled in a seperate book 
known as Hadith. In these two books one finds all the main 
principles of Islam. The religious and secular life of the Muslims 
is guided by the principles laid down in these holy books. 
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The reasons for the spread of Islam: | 
Islam had brought unity among thc Arabs. The message that 

_ every Muslim is a brother of all other Muslims and all Muslims 
must worship only Allah, gave such strength and determination 
1o all Muslims that Islam spread like fire from Spain in the West 
to China in the East. The simple religious message of Islam, its 
sense of justice and its ideal of equality as well as tolerence easily 
attracted mankind. Moreover, the poor, the destitute, the oppore- 
ssed found wav to get liberated from the shackles of the rich 
userers. This also attracted the ordinary people towards Islam. 
The subjects of the Christian Emperors, riddled with taxation, 
often welcomed Islam. These are the reasons why within a century 
of the death of Mohammed, Islam became a world religion. 
Rule of the Khalifas : 

After the death of Hazrat Mohammed the post of Khalifa was 
created to regulate the religious and political life of the Muslims. 
The meaning of the word ‘Khalifa’ is representative everywhere 
as the protectors and propagators of religion and state craft. In 
Arabian society such posts were not hereditary. That is why, tribal 
Chiefs selected four Khalifas one after another from among the 
closest desciples of Mohammed. They were Hazrat Abubekr 632 
- 634 A.D.), Hazrat Omar (634 - 644 A.D.), Hazrat Othman (644 
- 656 A.D.) and Hazrat Ali (656 - 661 A.D.). In the history of 
Islam these four Khalifas are known as devotee khalifas and they 
were the dearest relatives and disciples of Hazrat Mohammed. 

The first four Khalifas guided the religion and politics of the 
Arabs for 29 years (632 - 661 A.D.). The first three Khalifas ruled 
from Medina but the fourth Khalifa Ali stayed in Kufa in present 
day Iraq. After the death of Ali in 661 A.D. Muawiya occupied 
the post of Khalifa and established the Omayyad dynasty (661-750 
А... Their capital was in Damascus, the capital of present day 
Syria. After the death of Muawiya his son Ajid became Khalifa 
and a conflict arose between him and Imam Hossain, son of the 
daughter of prophet Hazrat Mohammed, Hossain foughtheroically 
but was defeated and died à tragic death together with his two 
infant sons and a nephew in the terrible desert of Karbala. The 
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memory of this tragedy is still respectfully remembered by the 
Muslims all over the world by observing the Muharram festival. 

After the Omayyad dynasty, the Abbas dynasty became Khalifas 
for more than 500 years (750 to 1258 A.D.) Their capital was 
Baghdad, the present day capital of Iraq. During the reign of Abu 
Khalifa, the Arab civilisation reached its peak of glory. The most 
famous among these Khalifas was the immortal Harun-ul-Rashid 
(786 - 809 A.D.), who is made famous by the Arabian Nights. 
In splendour and youth his capital of Baghdad was established 
as the greatest city of that period. It was also the noblest centre 
for the study of arts, science and various branches of knowledge 
in all the continents of Africa, Asia and Europe. 

The Arab Empire: 

Within a century of the death of Hazrat Mohammed, the Arabs 
occupied a vast stretch of territory in Asia, Europe and Africa 
and built up a great empire. Very soon they came to the gates 
of Constantinople. The huge Iranian empire also came under their 
control. They also defeated the weak Roman Empire. Their 
Empire spread from Sindh in India through central Asia to the 
frontiers of China. After this they conquered Egypt and North 
Africa and finally annexed Spain and Portugal. 

Cordova: 

The capital of Arab dynasty in Spain was Cordova. In 755 A.D. 
the Khalifa Abdur Rehman established Omayyad rule in Spain. 
At first Spain was a part of the Arab Empire. In 929 A.D. Abdur- 
Rehman III bestowed upon himself the title of Khalifa. And from 
this time the Khalifa of Spain became protector of Islam in the 
West. From this time Cordova became a great centre of Islamic 
education and culture. Like Baghdad and Constantinople, Cordo- 
va also developed as a magnificent city. Numerous magnificent 
palaces, public baths, beautiful mosques, well planned wide roads 
and gardens made Cordova a magnificient city, which surpassed 
even Baghbad. The palace ‘Alzohra’ of Abdur Rehman Ш was 
a building of matchless beauty. In Cordova the three great cultures 

Christian, Jewish and Muslim met. The liberalism of Muslim 
rulers of this area was remarkable. The University of Cordova 
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was one of the greatest centres of learning in the world at that 
time. Из library had four lakh volumes of books. A similar educatio- 
nal and cultura! centre was Granada. Here existed the famous 
university of Alhambra where history, social sciences and science 
used to be taught, There was also the great centre of Arab culture 
the Al-azhar University of Egypt. All the Universities of Europe 
were established much later. 

The triumph of Islam and its impact on Europe: 

The rise of Islam led to Muslim domination all around the 
Mediterranian sea. Europe was then powerless to resist the Islamic 
invasion. The barbarian Huns and the German tribes had already 
destroyed bases of ancient European civilisation. Hence, under 

‚ Islamic impact the centre of European culture and Politics shifted 
to the north from the mediterranian Sea. The trade and commerce 
of the area came under the control of the Arabs. The head of 
Christianity the Pope became nervous and he forged an alliance 
with the Geman Franks to save the Christian World. In 800 A.D. 
the Pope made the Frank monarch Charlemagne the Emperor of 
Rome and this was the famous Coronation and revival of the Holy 
Roman Empire. ; 

The coütribution of the Arabs to the World civilisation : 

The contribution of the Arabs to world civi 
Islam inspired the Arabs to acquire knowledge. In the sphere of 
knowledge they did not hesita 
and pupils whom they had con 
treasure-house of knowledg, 
Persian, Jewish and Hinduci 
the Arab civilisation. The 


and they helped 
n, Hebrew, Greek 
here were research 


them to translate scholarly works from Persia 
and Sanskrit language into Arabic. In Baghdadt 
centres, libraries and planetariums. 

The Arabs were famous not only for ac 
also for spreading knowledge. Th 
тсе in various parts of the worid a 


acquiring knowledge but 
Cy carried on trade and comme- 
nd together with this they spread 
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knowledge also. They took the decimal system of arithmatic, 
algebra, etc from India to Europe. The teachings of Aristotle, Plato 
and Greek medicine as also Greek science were translated into 
Arabic and communicated to the scholars of Europe. Chemistry 
made great advancement under the Arabs. The Arabs learned how 
to manufacture paper like the Chinese and taught this to Euro- 
peans. This made printing of books easy and thus helped to spread 
knowledge. The Arabian Nights is an immortal creation in the 
world of literature. They also translated our famous Panchatantra 
into Arabic. | 

Arab Scholars: 

We mention here the names of only a few Arab scholars of 
the period who won fame through out the world. For translating 
scholarly books in Arabic Hunayn-ibn-Ishaq showed great talent. 
Al-tabari (838-923 A.D.) theresident of Persia laboured for many 
years to write the history of the world. He also wrote annotated 
editions of the Holy Koran. The traveller Al Masudi, a resident 
of Baghdad won fame by writing an encyclopedia. Ibnesina 
(980-1030 A.D.) a resident of Central Asia was famous as a poet 
as well as a scientist. The book on medicine that he wrote was 
read with great interest in Europe for the next few centuries. Ibn 
Rashid, a resident of Cordova, interpreted Aristotle. Ibnekhaldun 
was a great historian. Alberuni (923-1048 A.D.) of Central Asia 
was a world famous scholar. He wrote a history covering many 
aspects of life in India. Ibn Batuta of Morocco travelled all over 
the world and wrote a great scholarly book. He came to India 
during the reign of Mohammed Bin Tughlaq and wrote famous 
travel notes. 


What have you learned ? 

© The ideals of equality, fraternity and regard for the oppressed 
and humanity in Islam created a new wave of civilisation in 
the Arab world. It spread to Asia, Africa and Europe. 

© Its early beginnings was the Medina Charter of Hazrat Moha- 
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mmed and the victory of Islam brought unity among the Arabs. 

© As the Persian and the Roman Empire declined, the Arab 
Empire and civilisation filled up the gap. Cordova, Damascus 
and Baghdad became the new centres of learning. 

© The Arab civilisation enriched itself with the great knowledge 
of the Greek, Roman, Persian, Chinese and Indian civilisations. 
The Islamic scholars of that period honoured world civilisation 
in the field of history, philosophy, arithmatic, algebra, medicine 
and the sciences. 

е The main tenets of Islam are belief in one God (Allah), praying 
five times each day, fasting one month during Ramzan, Zaqt 
or Charity and the Haj pilgrimage. Moreover they emancipated 
slaves and protected the honour of women. The Holy Koran 
and Hadija were the two main religious books. 


Exercises 
1. Objective Questions: 

(a) To the West of Arabia there is - Red Sea/Arabian Sea/Bay 
of Bengal/Indian Ocean. 

(b) Hazrat Mohammed was born in - 637 A.D./376 
A.D./527A.D./570 A.D. 

(c) The Hejira chronology is counted from - Mohammed's 
visit to Tayef/his visit to Abyssinia/His journey to Medina. 

(d) The Ansars are - The Jews/the people of Medina/the 
people of Mecca. 

(c) The main cultural distinction of Cordova was —_ a 
Synthesis of Hindu and Muslim culture/a Synthesis of 
Christian and Greek culture/a synthesis of Christian Je- 
wish and Muslim culture. 

(f) The main centre of Islamic culture was — — a 
(Baghdad. ч ш 

2. Brief Questions: 

(a) What type of pcople were the Bedouins ? 

(b) Howdidthe Arabs соте т cont i: 

(c) Who were the Sheikhs? 

(d) What were the main principles of Islam ? 


act with the outside world ? 
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(с) What was the Hejira ? 

(f) What is the importance of the "Medina Charter” ? 

(g) What is Muharram ? 1 

(h) How did Baghdad become a great cultural Centre ? 

. Answer in one or two words: 

(a) What constitutes the bulk of the land of Arabia? 

(b) What are the people of the desert called ? 

(c) What is the Jam Jam ? 

(d) How did the Arabs come in contact with India ? 

(e) Where did Hazrat Mohammed go in connection with 
trade? 

(f) What was his age when he received the message of Allah ? 

(g) Who were the Muhajirs ? 

(h) What is Zaqt? 

(i) What is the name of the most holy book of the Muslims ? 

(j) Who was the first Khalifa ? 

(k) Where was the capital during the Omas rule ? 

(1) Who was Harun-ul-Rashid ? 

(m) What was Cordova? 

(n) Why was Alhanbra famous ? 

(о) Why are these men famous ? - Altarabi/Al-Masudi/Ibne 
sina/Alberuni/lbn Rashid: 

. Essay type Questions: 

(a) Give a brief description of the social, economic and reli- 
gious life of the Arabs. 

(b) Briefly describe the life and work of Hazrat Mohammed 
in Medina. 

(c) Sketch the character of Hazrat Mohammed. 

(d) Why did Islam spread so fast ? 

(e) Briefly discuss why Cordova was so famous. 

(f) Briefly discuss the contribution of the Arabs to world 
civilisation, especially in the fields of literature, history and 
the sciences. 

. Fill up the gaps:- 

(а) Hajrat Mohammed established the ....... to consolidate 
friendship between the inhabitants of Mecca and Medina. 
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(b) The main holy books of Islam are 
(c) The first Khalifa was 


(d) Apartfrom Cordovathe other great culturalcentre of Spain 
Was— — —. 


and 


(e) The Arabs learned from India 
(f) From the Greeks, Arabs learned 


from the Chinese, they learnt how to manufacture 
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Chapter V 


West Europe in the Middle Age 
(800-1200 A.D.) 


Introduction: As we know, alter the destruction of the Western 
Roman Empire duc to the invasions of the Germanic tribes, for 
centuries there was no big united Empire. Wherever the German 
tribes had settled down, they set up small independent Kingdoms 
there. One such German tribe were the Franks. They had settled 
down in the old Roman porvince of Gaul. They set up an indepe- 


ndent Kingdom known as Francia. This country later on came 
to be known as France. 


CHARLEMAGNE (768-814 A. D.): 

The King of Franks was Clovis. He ruled for nearly 30 years 
(481-511 A.D.). He defeated many German tribes in battles and 
laid the basis of a powerful country. After his death power in this 
country passed from the hands of the Kings to the hands of Mayors 
or heads of towns. One such powerful Mayor in the 8th century 
was Charles Martel. In 732 A.D. he defeated the Arabs in the 
Battle of Tours and many historians think that this victory saved 
Christian Europe from being engulfed by Islam. The son of Charles 
Martel was Pepin. He teok the title of King. His son was 
Charlemagne who was born in 742 A.D. In contemporary Europe 
no other ruler was comparable to him as a general and efficient 
ruler and a devoted supporter of the Christian faith. 

The revival of the Holy Roman Empire: 

The momory of imperial Rome, was dormant in the consciou- 
sness of the people. Charlemagne has been described by his 
biographer Einhard as a striking individual, powerful in body, 
pleasing in personality and possessing a brilliant mind. f 

Charlemagne was a great conqueror. He waged no less than 
fifty four wars in most of which he earned victory. His Empire 
extended from the river Elbe in the East to Ebro in the west and 
from North Sea to Italy. Another achievement of Charlemagne 
was that he saved Europe from Muslim invasion. In a word, he 
was the supreme ruler of west Europe and he wanted to unite 
all his subjects by converting them to Christianitv. 
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Coronation of Charlemagne : 

The Bishop of Rome was known as the Popc. He was the head 
of the Christian Church in West Europe. During the reign of 
Charlemagne, Leo Ш was the Pope. Charlemagne saved him more 
than once from great danger and oncereinstated the Pope in Rome. 
The Pope realised that to retain his power as the head of Christe- 
ndom, he needed the support of a powerful King like Charlemagne 
who also felt that the Pope’s support was essential for him to 
consolidate such a vast Empire. 

On Christmas day 800 A.D. Charlemagne attended the service 


at St. Peter's Church in Rome, As the reading of the gospel was · 


over, the Pope placed the imperial Crown on his head as he was 
kneelig to worship. Then the Pope proclaimed him as the "Empe- 
ror of the Romans". That is how the King of the Franks, became 
the Roman Emperor and that is how after a gap of 324 years the 
Holy Roman Empire was revived. 


Significance of the Coronation of Charlemagne: 

The coronation of Charlemagne was the central event in Europe 
in the Middle Age. The immediate result of the coronation was 
the triumph of law and order over chaos and barbarism. It also 
brought about the unity of a vast region of Christendom and thus 
partly brought back the tradition of the great Roman Empire. 
Charlemagne's coronation enhanced the prestige of the German 
nation and he himself as their leader reached the peak of honour. 
The coronation also resulted in the foundation ofa new and better 
administrative system which later on became a model for the rest 
of Europe. The revival of the Roman Empire inspired hope and 
enthusiasm among the people of the Em 
competent rule also 
Western Europe. 


pire. Charlemagne’s 
paved the way for cultural development in 


However, this event also had within its womb seeds of a future 
conflict. As Charlemagne was crowned Emperor by the Pope, the 
later Popes started claiming superiority over future emperors. But 
on many occasions the Emperors refused to accept this claim by 


the Popes. Thus a new period of conflict for Supremacy started 
between the Pope and the Emperor. 
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Relation between Church and State: 

Though Charlemagne was crowned by the Pope, he maintained 
his authority over the Church as well as the Pope. Hence, his 
successors derived from his example, the Emperor's traditional 
claim 10 sovereignty over the Church also. This led to protracted 
conflict between the Church and the State, that is with the 
Emperor. When the Emperor was weak, the Pope was able to 
exercise authority over the State. But when the Emperor was strong 
he hated the idea of being subordinate to the Church. The Church 
again could not tolerate the authority of the State. Thus started 
a long struggle between the Church and the State, which took 
the shape of a long conflict between the Pope and the Emperor. 
Charlemagne’s patronage of art and literature: 

Charlemagne set himself the task of restoring the lost cultural 

- glory of the Roman Empire. He set up his new capital at Aachen, 
a town in Germany, situated on the bank of the river Rhine. He 
built up a magnificent capital full of beautiful palaces and Churches. 
More than his military victories, Charlemagne was famous for his 
patronage education and culture. He set up a cultural centre in 
the court of Aachen, where he invited from England Alcuin, the 
most learned man of the time and the historian Paul-De-Dickon 

‚ as well as Einhard. Later on Einhard wrote a famous biography— 
the Life of Charlemagne, and ‘Paul wrote the History of the 
Lombards. 

With the help of Alcuin and other scholars, Charlemagne spread 
education throughout his Empire. Schools were set up all over 
his realm. He also set up schools in his palace, where his own 
children and the children of the great nobles and officers went 
to study. In a word he lighted the flame of education and culture 
allover West Europein that age. His fame spread to other countries 
and the Empress Irene of Byzantium, Alhakam, the Muslim ruler 
of Spain as well as the great Khalifa Harun-ul-Rashid of Baghdad 
sought his alliance. Many historians consider Charlemagne to be 
one of the greatest monarchs of the middle age. The revival of 
education and culture during his time is known as the Carolingian 
Renaissance. 
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The Christian Monasteries : 


While the Holy Roman Empire brought political unity in East 
Europe, religious unity was brought by the Christian Church, 
through the monasteries. Life in a monastery was organised and 
disciplined. All the monks had to take a vow of poverty, chastity 
and obedience. They had also to obey the orders of the abbot. 
Usually a monastery had in it a dormitory for sleeping, a guest 
house, a kitchen, a chapel for prayers, a hospital, and so on. 
Besides, almost every monastery had adequate land for cultivation 
and for keeping domestic animals. The female priests were known 
as nuns and were self-sufficient and produced foodgrains and 
vegetables for themselves. They had to devote themselvesto study, 
prayer and service to the poor. 

The famous Italian saint Benedict (480-540 A.D.) laid down 
Strict rules for the monks. His famous monastery was set up near 
Naples in Italy. The Benedictine Vows were those of poverty, 
chastity and obedience whichthe monks ofalmostall the monaste- 
ries had to take. 


The role of Monasteries in spreading education :— 

In the middle age the monasteries were the true centres of 
education in Europe. They kept the light of education and knowle- 
dge burning until the emergence of the universities. In fact up to 
the 12th century, all the Breat teachers of West Europe came from 
the monasteries, where the Study of not only classical literature 
and Latin, but also Grammar, Philology, Philosophy, Mathema- 
tics, History and Geography were cultivated. Many old manu- 
Scripts were saved from destruction and many new books were 
written like the history of the 4th Crusades and the life of St. Louis, 
Some of the monasteries were also great medical centres. Trave- 
llers who came to the monasteries learnt the knowledge асашгеа 
Бу Greeks, Romans and Arabs and when they went away they 
spread this new knowledge in different corners of Europe. In this 
way the monasteries of West Europe played a great role in 


preserving knowledge and spreading education throughout West 
Europe. p 
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Cluniac Reform Movement: 

Towards the close of the middle age, the .fonks of the wealthy 
monasteries became ease loving and corrupt. Abbots began to 
regard the property of the monasteries as their personal property. 
This time, towards the 10th Century another reform movement 
started from the monastery of Cluny established in 910 in Bu- 
rgundy. That is why, the reform movement which they started 
was known as Cluniac Reform Movement. The reformers wanted 
that monks should again lead a life of chastity and obedience as 
before. Another feature of the Cluniac Movement was that they 
were free from all feudal entanglements and became a model of 
independence. This freedom from external control greatly helped 
the coming reform. 

Growth of Schools and Universities in the 11th and 12th Семи 
ries: 

We have already noted that the church and the monasteries 
were the only centres of education in Europe. Yet, their numbers 
were limited and as hunger for education and knowledge grew 
in West Europe in the 11th and 12th Centuries, schools and 


‘universities sprang up. New towns sprang up in this period all over 


West Europe. Moreover, by the 11th Century both the church 
and the feudal rulers required the services of lawyers, administra- 
tors, doctors and so on. This required much new training and the 
number of students grew rapidly. Some of the monastic and 
cathedral (church) schools, swelled into universities. 

The word university means an association of teachers and 
students who gathered together for the purpose of study. A 
university was born when students came from far-off countries 
and gathered in those places where they could receive education 


. from eminent teachers. For example, from the Notredam Cathe- 


dral Schools of Paris was born the world famous University of 
Paris. Here, students gathered round a very famous teacher, Peter 
Abelard (1079-1142), who was opposed to blind faith and taught 
his puplis through the method of debate. The conservative Church 
denounced him and he was severely punished. In Sicily, sprang 
up the University Salerno and in north Italy the University of 


37 


History (Middle Ages) 


Bologna. In Prague was born the great Charles University. In 
England was born the famous Oxford and Cambridge Universities. 
In Germany was setup the university of Heidelberg. Historians 
point out that by the end of the 13th century there were at least 
19 universities in various places of West Europe. 

Some famous Scholars: 

Apart from Abelard, there was the famous German scholar 
Albert Magnus who edited the works of Aristototle and wrote 
famous books on Physics, Botany, Physiology, Geography and 
Astronomy. His disciple was the even more famous teacher and 
scholar Thomas Aquinas. He taught first at the Paris University 
and later on in Naples. He wrote well over a dozen famous books. 
Roger Bacon an Englishman (1214-1294) taught in Oxford. He 
had stupendous knowledge in Mathematics, Physics and Che- 
mistry. He emphasised the need for ascertaining scientific truth 
by means of experiments. That is why many regard him as the 
father of modern science. 

Two great European writers of the middle age were Dante 
(1265-1321) ofItalyand Chaucer (1340-1400) of England. Dante 
wrote his world famous work “Divine Comedy” and Chaucer 
wrote the famous "Canterbury Tales” 

Student-Teacher relationship: 

Students in the middle age who wanted to acquire knowledge 
and higher education had to Ісауе their families and travel far and 
wide in search of famous teachers. The students used to pay tuition 
fees to receive such education and this was the income of the 
teachers. As а result both students and teachers were usually 
equally devoted. Printed books were rare in that age. The students 
had to depend on hand written manuscripts, which were usually 
owned by the teachers. This was an additional reason why students 
had to remain very devoted 16 the teachers. 

Education outside the control of Church: 

As we have already noted, in the early middle ages education 
was almost the monopoly of the Church. But from the 1 1th Century 
onward, as many towns sprang up, new schools and centres of 
lcarning were set up independently of the Church. They taught 
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subjects which were often not taught in Cathedral Schools. In this 
way a small beginning of secular cducation was introduced in 
Europe cven in the middle age. 


University of Paris (Notre Dame) 


What have you learned ? 

@ The revival of Holy Roman Empire through the coronation of 
Charlemagne— birth of new conflict between Church and State. 

@ During the able rule of Charlemagne education and culture 
spread far and wide in his Empire leading to the Carolingian 
Renaissance—friendly relation with other important powcrs. 

ө Most ofthe monasteries—centres for the spread of Christianity, 
education and knowledge in the cathedral schools—growth of 
universities, Paris, Bologna, Oxford, and Cambridge. 

ө Cordial student-teacher relation and beginning of secular edu 
cation. 5 

e Birth of great scholars, teachers and writers—Einhard, Alcuin, 
Ablard, Aquinas, Bacon, Chaucer and Dante. 
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Exercises 


d jective Questions: Я 
" e airo is from........... Gaul/Gath/Vandal/Francia. 
(b) The Muslims were defeated in the Battle of Tours by 
Charles Martel/Charlemagne/Pope Leo. : 
(c) The biography of Charlemagne was written by Roger 
Bacon/Ibnesina/Einhard. 
(d) The Empire that Charlemagne revived was a Holy Roman 
Empire/The Carolingian Empire/The European Empire. 
(e) The Benedictine Edicts were drafted by: St. Paul/St. 
Louis/St. Benedict. 
(f) Peter Abelard was known as: Pope/Churchman/Schoo- 
Iman. 
2. Write very brief answers: 
(a) What was the relation of Charlemagne with non-Christian 
rulers ? 
(b) When did the coronation of Charlemagne take place ? 
(c) Why was Alcuin famous ? 
(d) Why were the Universities of Salerno and Bologna fa- 
mous ? 
(e) What was the scientific method introduced by Roger 
Bacon? 
(f) What were the respective names of the two books of 
Poems written by Dante and Chaucer ? 
(g) What kind of educational institutions were the Universi- 


N 


ties? 
2. Write brief notes: 

(a) What was the significance of the name of France ? 

(b) What was the attitude of the Arabs towards other civilisa- 
tions in the sphere of education ? 

(c) What were known as the Benedictine Vows ? 

(d) What was the Cluniac Reform Movement ? 

(e) What is Quadrivium ? Explain. 

(f) Who were known as Schoolmen ? 

(g) How did education spread outside the monasteries ? 
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3. Essay type Questions: 

(a) Why is the period of Charlemagne described as the age 
of the Carolingian Renaissance ? 

(b) Describe how the Holy Roman Empire.was revived. 

(c) Discuss three important aspects of the coronation of 
Charlemagne. 

(d) Discussthe role ofthe Church in preserving and spreading 
knowledge. 

(e) Discuss the impact of the Cluniac Reform Movement. 

(f) What were the contrubitions of Abelard and Albert 
Magnus in the field of spreading of education ? 

(g) What was the nature of student-teacher relation in the 
education system of the Middle Аре? 
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Chapter VI 
Feudalism in Europe 


Introduction: The rise of feudalism is as important an event in 
the Middle Age as the downfall of the Roman Empire or the revival 
of the Holy Roman Empire. Feudalism is a socio-economic and 
political system based on a particular type of land relationship. 
The word feudalism has come from the Latin word Feodum. For 
more than a thousand years feudalism was the accepted way of 
life in Europe. Possibly, the first signs of the rise of Feudalism 
in West Europe appeared in the Kingdom of the Franks. Then 
it spread to England, Spain, Germany, Italy and East Europe. Its 
early beginnings can be traced from the Sth Century and its full 
flowering took place between the 8th and 12 the Centuries. After 
the great French Revolution (1789) feudalism started disappearing 
from Europe. In the Modern Age with the coming of the Industrial 
Revolution there is perhaps no longer any further trace of Feuda- 
lism. 

Feudalism as a way of life : 

The social, economic and political system of life changed in 
Europe with the rise of feudalism. In the face of the German attacks 
the European kings became very weak. It was then, that to save 
their life and property, people no longer appealed to the kings 
but to the regional and local big land owners. This gradually led 
to the decline of the king’s power. The big land owners gradually 
usurped administrative power. They ruled over people, kept 
armies under them, collected rent, distributed land and protected 
the life and property of the people. But they were unable to rule 
Over extensive areas, because the attacks of barbarian hordes were 
far more extensive and dangerous. Hence, big land owners used 


to distribute their power to medium size land owners, who in turn 
distributed their powers to a nu 


the base were the mass of the 
The social stratification: 


£ 


mber of small land owners. At 
poor peasantry known as seris. 


Under the feudal system the whole way of life of the people 
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was connected with land. At the top was the king, the suprem 
land owner. Below him wer 
big, medium and small lan 
owners. The king was th 
overlord and all the res 
were his vassals. The vassa 
had to take an oath of loyalty 
to the overlord. This wa: 
ae N known as the oath of fealty 

In return the verlord рам 
Feudal hieranchical Structure the vassal fief or a part o 


Big 
land owner 
Midium 
land owner 


Small land 
owner 


land. In this way the entire land in a country as weil as state powe 
used to be distributed among numerous feude 


An armoured Knight on horseback 
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land owners. The basis of power was land and on this basis 
developed all human relationship in the Feudal Age. 

In the pyramidial structure of the feudal society, at the lowest 
level were the serfs, who had neither land nor freedom. They were 
not slaves but in a sense like the land, they were also property 
of the land owners. When land was transferred from one feudal : 
lord to another, his serfs were also transferred. This peculiar social 
system, power structure and way of life came to be known as 
feudalism. 

Chivalry: 

The main occupation of the feudal lords was fighting. That is 
why, from boyhcod they had to learn military science and be brave. 
There were three phases of their training. In boyhood, people 

had to learn in the fort of the land owner the various rules of 
civil society. At this stage a boy was known as a Page. When they 
grew up they had to learn fencing, shooting, bow and arrow, 
hunting and so on. When their training was over every youth had 

‚ to take an oath of loyalty before the feudal lords. They were known 
$ squires. Those among them who took an oath to preserve the 
honour of women, protect children, help the needy and fight forces 
of evil, came to be known as knights. At the Age of 21 a squire 
was given the title of knight by an impressive ceremony. After 
a fast of 24 hours he had to kneel and take the oath of discharging 
the duties of a knight before the lord who would touch his sword 
on the shoulder of the kneeling squire and confer on him the title 


of knight. The virtue of knights was known in the Middle Age 
as chivalry. 


Troubadours: 


In the Middle A; 
and G 
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{Ве соттоп people in different parts of Europe. 


Feudal castles and mailed horsemen: 

The castles in the Middle Age, like feudalism itself, arose from 
the need for protection. The castles of the feudal lords were built 
on easily defensible hill tops, usually behind some streams. They 
were also surrounded by high wails and moats. No one could reach 
the gate of a castle except by a hanging bridge which could be 
wound up if necessity arose. The soldiers of the feudal lords stood 
ready together with bows and arrows and other weapons near 
the walls to resist the invaders whenever necessary. Initially the 
castles were made of strong wood, but later they were invariably 
constructed with stones. Powerful feudal lords had mailed horse- 
men trained in warfare who played an important role in protecting 
the feudal society from barbarian invaders. 

The castles in the Middle Ages were symbols of power of the 
feudal lords. They were the safe shelters for the people during 
the invasion of barbarians and foreigners like Saracens, Slavs and 
the Magyars. Thus, aggressors could not easily destroy the impene- 
trable castles which could not be besieged for too long. Thus, the 
castles were of great use to ordinary people as well as to 
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the feudal lords. 


However, the castles and mailed horsemen also reminded the 
serfs and the peasants about the strength and the ferocity of their 
lords. That is why the common people also hated the castles. 
Moreover, life inside a castle was like the stagnant water of a small 
pond which would gradually become intolerable. 
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Manor: 

Feudal ecnomy was based on agriculture, and the village farm. 
The village farm in the feudal period was known as the manor 
— a large estate owned by a lord. Its centre was the manor house 
where the lord lived or which he regularly visited if he possessed 
several manors. 

There was usually a graden round the manor house where trees 
were planted. The manor had a number of cottages, where the 
peasants and the serfs lived. There was a pasture field, where 
the cattle grazed. The cultivable land of the manor was entirely 
owned by the feudal lord but the serfs had to do all the physical 
labour of cultivation. The entire property of the manor— cu!tivable 
land, pastures, tanks, small forests, eic. were all owned by the 
feudal lord. The entire population of the manor tried to be 
self-sufficient and produced all the necessaries of life. 


Class differences in Manorial Society : 

The inhabitants in a manor were usually divided into two major 
classes. On the one side were the peasants and serfs who earned 
their livelihood by giving their labour mainly in the work of 


< cultivation. On the other side, above them were the feudal lords 


and various strata of landed aristocracy who appropriated the fruits 
of all the labour of the peasantry and thus lived a wealthy life 
as exploiters. The peasantry again were divided into two segments 
— the free peasants and the serfs. Among the feudal lords were 
the lay aristocracy and the clergymen. 

The feudal lord was all in all within the area of his manor. He 
was the judge and the ruler at the same time. As a ruler he kept 
strict watch on the peasant’s work in his farm. He sat in judgment 
also over the various complaints of the people of his manor. 

A manor had a court which was held under an armed force to 
enforce the political and property rights of the lord. The local 
customs were the yardsticks for the judgment. The fine collected 
in the court went to the lord. The records kept in the manorial 
courts are specially valuable for the light they -throw on the 
everyday life of the peasants and serfs in the Middle Age. 
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The life of the peasants and the serfs: 

The peasants and serfs in the Middle Ages had to lead a harsh 
life. The only property they owned was a small cottage and 
adjoining small pieces of land. Both serfs and peasants had 10 
work for nearly ten months every year in the land of their lords 
and also cultivate their own smail piece of land. Moreover, the 
serfs with their wives and children had to work very hard whenever 
the lord or high churchmen demanded. 

The clergymen preached that peasants and serfs must give 
absolute obedience to the king, to the feudal lords and to the 
clergymen. They told the peasants that God in his wisdom had 
created three classes on earth — feudal lords, the clergymen and 
peasants. It was the task of the peasants to be obedient.and work 
hard and be contended with their lot. Preaching such philosophy, 
the Church kept the peasants subdued, for otherwise they might 
have revolted against feudal oppression. 

The only joy which the peasants knew was during the holidays 
that they obtained from the Lords during major Christian festivals 
like Easter and Christmas. During these festivals usually a fair 
would take place in the Manor and there would be much songs, 
dances and merriment in which all peasants including the serfs 
could participate otherwise the life of the serfs was miserable — 
their entire life was spent serving the various lords. When oppre- 
ssion became excessive the free peasants sometimes fled from 
the manor but the serf had no such right. 


The peasants as well as serfs had to pay all kinds of feudal dues, ' 


religious taxes like tithes as well as the royal taxes. For the serfs 
additionally there was the Corvee— a feudal privilege of the lord 
by which he could make the serfs work for him but in return pay 
him nothing. Such was the ruthless exploitation suffered by the 
downtrodden masses in feudal Europe. 

The Peasant Rebellion: 

The only way that peasants and serfs could end their misery 
and exploitation was to revolt and become free. Towards the end 
of the Middle Age the income of feudal lords started to decline. 
Their oppression on the peasants increased. It was then that a 
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series of peasant revolts took place in France, Holland, England 
and Central Europe. In France the feudal lords ridiculed the 
peasants as Jacques, So when they revolted, it came to be known 
as revolt of the Jacquerie. The leader of this revolt was a poor 
peasant called Guillaume Calle, who was murdered by the lords. 
In 1381 in England the peasants revolted under Wat Tyler and 
a band of poor priests known as the Lollards supported this revolt 
by preaching that all men were equal in the eyes of God. A similar 
revolt took place in Bohemia under the leadership of Yan Huss. 

All these peasant revolts were directed against the oppressive 
feudal lords and the corrupt high churchmen. Thus peasant revolts 
in the closing period of the Middle Age were highly significant 
events. No doubt these revolts were crushed, but it shook feudal 
society considerably. New ideas of equality slowly gained ground 
and the old idea of absoiute obedience to authority, the basis of 
the feudal system, started breaking down. In spite of the ultimate 
failures of the peasant revoits, society gradually realised that the 
poor peasants including the serfs were a social force, who must 
be taken into consideration. These revolts, were in fact, a signal 
that the Feudal Age was on the way out. 


What have you learnt ? 


© The feudal system — it lasted for over thousand years. 

It was a system based essentially on land relation — on loyalty 
to feudal lords and a pyramidal structure of society — at the 
base were the exploited, poor and miserable peasents including 
serfs. 

@ Peasants’ revolts in France, England, Bohemia etc. — their 
leaders, Wat Tyler, Yan Huss etc. These revolts were the most 
important events towards the end of Middle Age. 

© Some aspects of feudal society — chivalry, manors, castles, 
troubadours. 

@ feudal society ruthlessly exploited the vast majority of people 
at the lower level. On the other hand it offered certain security 
to life and property in the Middle Age. 
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Exercises 


Objective Questions : 

(a) The Feudal Age in Europe started from — the First 
Century/5th Century/ 9th Century. 

(b) One of the principles of feudalism was (1) surrender of 
lower order vassals (2) higher order lords and taking oath 
of loyalty/the verlords had to Pay taxes for trading/ the 
overlord had to travel abroad. 

(c) At the base of feudal hierarchy was — barons/knights/ 
peasants. 

(d) The troubadours were —— Broup of singers who sang 
songs about heroism of the knights in local languages/ 
songs sung in Latin about royal heroism/ Songs sung about 
the barbarian invasion. 

(e) One of the taxes that peasants had to pay to the lord was 
—— tenant/ Feud/ Согуее. 

(f) The main demand of the peasant revolt of England was 
—land would have to be distributed to all/ everyone must 
be given freedom/ everyone must be given financial help. 


- Very brief Questions: 


(a) From what Latin word has the term feudalism come ? 
(b) For how long did feudalism exist in Europe ? 

(c) After what Major event did feudalism gradually disappear 

from Europe ? 

(d) How powerful were the kings in the feudal Society ? 
(c) How did feudalism undermine the power of the kings? 
(f) Name the various strata in feudal society 

(g) What was the fief? 

(h) Who were the vassals ? 

(i) Who were the serfs ? 

(j) How were serfs transferred ? 

(k) What were the main ideals of chivalry ? 

(1) What was the manor ? 

(m) Why were castles so important in thc. Feudal Age ? 

(n) Who were the mailed horsemen ? 
(0) Who were the troubadours 2 


50 


Ls] 


History (Middle Ages) 
(p) Why did the peasants revolt against the feudal lords ? 
(q) Inwhich yeardid the Peasant Revoltin England take place ? 
3. Essay Type Questions: 
(a) How did feudalism come into being in Europe ? 
(b) What were the main principles of feudalism ? Why cannot 
feudalism be called a model way of life ? 
(c) Discuss the way of life of peasants and serfs under feuda- 
lism 
(d) What role did the feudal castles play in the Middle Age ? 
(c) What were the contributions of the knights in the Middle 
Age according to the principles of chivalry ? 
(f) What were the manors ? How did the people live there ? 
(g) Why did peasants revolts take place so often under feuda- 
lism ? What were its results ? 
4. Correct the mistakes of the following Statement : 
(a) Feudalism broke down as a result of the attack of the 
barbarians. 
(b) The main basis of feudalism was tradc and commerce. 
(c) The condition of peasants under feudalism was worse than 
the serfs. 4 
(d) The clergymen had protested against oppression of the 
peasants. і 
5. Write short notes on: 
(i) Troubadour; (ii) Knight; (iii) Chivalry ; (iv) Wat Tyler; 
(v) Yan Huss. 
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Chapter VII 
The Crusades 


Introduction: Jerusalem situated in Palestine was the birth place 
of Jesus Christ. Jerusalem is also famous as the main place of 
the activities of Jesus as well as the place where he passed away. 
That is why throughout the centuries, large number of Christians 
organised pilgrimages to Jerusalem. For many centuries there was 
no problem in their visits to Jerusalem. But in the 11th Century 
A.D. the Seljuk Turks occupied Jerusalem. From this time onward 
stories of Turkish Oppression on Christian pilgrims reached. The 
Pope declared that the recovery of Jerusalem from the Turkish 
Yoke was the “Holy Task” of European Christians. The Pope 
and many Kings of West Europe united against the Turks. From 
11th Century (1096 A.D.) to the end of the 13th Century (1391) 
for nearly two hundred years, incessant warfare went on among 


Most significant. 
First CRUSADE: (1095-1 099 A.D.): 


Although the first Crusade Started formally in 1095, war started 


only in 1096. Pope Urban II and Peter the Hermit inspired many 
Christians to join the Crusade. A largi 


Third Crusade (1189-1192 A.D.): 
In 1187 Saladin the Great, Em 


181 peror of the Turks drove away 
the christians and Te-conquered J 


erusalem. So Pope Gregory VIII 
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gavea call for another Crusade. This time three great Monarchs— 
Philip II of France, Richard I of England and the German Emperor 
Frederick Barbarossa joined this Crusade. There was no sense 
of unity among them. However, Richard I, King of England showed 
great heroism in this war. He obtained the title of “Richard the 
Lion-hearted". In 1192 A.D. a treaty was signed between him - 
` and Emperor Saladin, after which he returned home. It was 
decided that Christians would be permitted to come as pilgrims 
to Jerusalem. However, the Christians were unable to re-conquer 
Jerusalem. 
The Fourth Crusade : (1202-1204): 

This Crusade was organised by Pope Innocent iil. This time 
there was not much enthusiasm among the monarchs of Europe 
to join the Crusade in order to re-conquer Jerusalem. However, 
the merchants of Venice, who wanted to expand their trade in 
the East, were eager to organise this Crusade. They supplied the 
funds and many French and Italian feudal lords joined this Crusa- 
de. But instead of going to Jerusalem, they attacked and sacked 
Constantinople and freely looted the wealth of the Church as well 
as the property of the citizens. 

The various causes of the Crusades: 

The Crusades took place due to various factors. The Eastern 
Roman Emperor Alexius, in order to save his Empire from the 
attacks of the Seljuk Turks appealed to the Pope to save him. 
The Pope too, impelled by the motive of once again extending 
his own sway over the Christians of the East, responded to this 
appeal. That is why, he urged the Christians of West Europe to 
take part in this Holy War, saying that those who join the Crusade 
would go to heaven. 

The merchants of Venice and other Italian Cities wanted to break 
the monopoly of the Turkish Empire in the Mediterranean sea. 
To extend their own trade and commerce they supplied funds 
for the Crusade. Many feudal lords joined the Crusades with the 
hope of establishing new wealthy colonies in East Europe. Lakhs 
of peasants and serfs joined the Crusade in order to become free 
from increasing burdens of taxation and oppression by feudal 
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lords. All these factors combined resulted in a series of Crusades 
for nearly two hundred years. 
The Impact of the Crusades: 

It is true, that the Christians were unable to recover Jerusalem, 
yet, the impact of the Crusades on the civilisation of West Europe 
was far reaching. The Crusades greatly increased the power and 
prestige of the Popes. The bonds of feudal exploitation in Europe 
became slack. Lakhs of serfs had joined the Crusades to win 
freedom. After returning from the Crusade—they chose the life 
of free artisans in the new towns that were springing up. Trade 
and commerce flourished, technology improved. In other words 
great changes started taking place in the economy of West Europe. 

The Crusades led to urbanisation in West Europe. A large 
number of men stayed away from their homes in order to fight 
in the Crusades. As a result women of those families had to take 

many responsibilities which hitherto were Supposed to be done 
only by men. Thus the role of women in West European society 
increased. Moreover, the continuous contact between Europe and 


Asia, led to increase in the Sphere of education, culture and 


knowledge. Through the Arabs, Europe was again introduced to 


the great culture of ancient Greece and Rome. This paved the 
way for the coming of the European Renaissance. 

What have you learnt ? 
ө The Crusades lasted for nearly 200 years. 


9 The main issue was who would control the Holy City of 


l lords, merchants and the 
$ for different reasons. The 
hing in Europe— liberation 
c n rbanisation, growth of trade 
and commerce $ 1 


Exercise 
1. Objective Questions : 


(a) Jesus Christ was born in - Jerusalem/Rome/ France 
(b) The Crusades lasted for - Over 100 
years/nearly 200 years. анау 200 
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(c) The call for the first Crusade was given by Charlemagne- 
/ Charles Martel/Pope Urban П. 

(d) One of the reasons of the Crusades was - to recover the 
lost glory of the Pope/to increase the power ofthe mercha- 
nts/the conquest of Jerusalem by the Turks. 

(e) The Crusadesstarted in - 800 A.D./1096 A.D./1192 A.D. 

(f) The title of Hermit was taken by - Pope Gregory/Pope 
Urban II/Peter. : 

(g) The term of the treaty between Saladin and Richard was 
(a) The Christians would liberate the serfs/ (b) The Chri- 
stiáns would get the right to go on pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 
(c) The Christians would practice Christianity in Rome. 
(d) The Chistians would destroy feudalism. 

(h) One of the main trading centres was England/Germa- 
ny/ Venice. 


. Very brief Questions: 


(a) Which city was captured by the Seljuk Turks ? 
(b) Who was then thc Emperor of Germany 2. 

(c) Who was Saladin ? 

(d) Which army conquered Jerusalem ? 

(e) Who was Richard the Lion Hearted ? 


. Essay type Questions: 


(a) Briefly discuss what you know about the first and second 
Crusade. 

(b) Discussthe main events of the third Crusade. 

(c) What happened during the fourth Crusade ? 

(d) Were religious factors or social factors more responsible 
in organising the Crusades ? 

(e) In what sense feudal exploitation supplied a motive for 
growth of the Crusades. 

(f)) How did the Crusades affect trade, commerce and urbani- 


sation in West Europe ? 
(g) How did the Crusades help education, culture and knowle- 


dge in Europe ? 
4. Write short notes on: 


(i) Jerusalem (ii) Saladin 
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Chapter УШ 
Rise of Cities in the Middle Age: 


Introduction: Germanic invasion had destroyed old cities of 
Europe. The Visigoths, Ostrogoths, Vandals and others had de- 
stroyed many old towns. Ву the 10th and 11th century trade, 
commerce, industry started developing in Europe together with 
the rapid growth of the merchant class. Some old towns were 
revived, many new ones sprang up. Urbanisation took place all 
over West Europe. Two factors played major role in the process 
of urbanisation—one was the increase in population and the other 
was the impact of the Crusades. 

As a result of rapid increase in population, pressure on land 
grew and in search of employment many men left their traditional 
occupation of agriculture. With some development of technology, 
cottage industries increased. Around such industries a new group 
of inhabitants settled down, such as merchants, journcymen, 
apprentices. That is how many small towns started. 

Since the Crusades, intercourse between the countries of East 
and West Europe led to the spread of trade and commerce. The 
power of the merchants increased. The geographical location of 
Italy favoured the growth of several ports. Trade and industries 
developed there. Gradually they became the centres of urban 
civilisation. In the course of time Many othe: 
Holiand, Belgium, Germany and England. 
Guilds in Towns and their activities: 

In the towns the new class of merchants and liberated serfs 
developed a new way of life. Gradually the artisans, workmen 
as well as merchants started getting organised. The 
were trade or merchants guilds. They gradually spread to many 
cities of Europe. The feudal nobilty and the clergy looked down 
upon the merchants. So they formed Guilds or associations in order 

to protect their interests and established themselves in 
respectable professional men. To resist attacks of highwaymen 
and robbers, was also one reason behind the formation of the 
guild. Any traders or manufactures were eligible for 


T towns grew up in 


earliest guilds 


society as 
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membership in the guild. 

The merchants or trade guilds took ample care to stop competi- 
tion among the raerchants. With this purpose in view they determi- 
ned and regulated the price. They also compelled the merchants 
to sell their commodities at a just price. In this way they had an 
enormous influence on the personal and social life of a merchant. 

In the course of time the manufacturers of the same article 
formed craft guilds. The authorities of the towns usually helped 
the guilds, because the guilds helped them to get more revenue, 
to keep the quality of manufactured goods at a high standard and 
also helped preserving law and order. As we have already noted, 

the guilds had two main tasks — to protect the merchants and 
the artisans from competition outside town and from internal 
oppression. They also defended the interests of the lawyers by 
keeping the quality of manufactured Boods at a high level and by 
punishing dishonest traders. 

In every guild there were three types of members. They were 

the owner of the industry known as masters. Those who came 
| to learn were the apprentices. Salaried workers were known as 

journeymen. The guild controlled all of them, of course according 

to certain rules by which the members as well as the authorities 

of the guild had their functioning regulated. Of course, the town 

council controlled all the guilds of a town. 

The Life in Towns: 

In the Middle Age the towns were small in area. But proportiona- 
tely population was excessive. The towns usually could not expand 
because to protect them from attacks by robbers, almost all towns 
were surrounded by walls or trenches. ТІ 
with people and the unhealthy condition 
to epidemics like the plague. Thieves and 
numerous. 

At the centre of the town was the Town 
centre known as the Theatrum and so on. І 
work of the administration went on while in 
were songs, dances and plays. The ordinar 
well to do. The average workers got their 


he towns were packed 
S of their life style led 
dacoits were also quite 


Hall and Tecreation 
n the Town Hall the 
the Theatrum, there 
y folk were not at all 
wage at the end of the 
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week but there was no guarantee or guarantee of their jobs. 
Sometimes many journeymen had to earn their livelihood by 
begging. Inside a town usually there were a couple of churches 
where prayers, marriages and other social activities were perfo- 
rmed. Usually in a town the two best buildings were the Town 
Hall and the Church. 

For food supply the towns in the Middle Age had to depend 
on the villages. The ordinary people did not get very good food 
everyday. And their clothing was simple. They lived in cottages 
built of wood. Whenever a fire broke out, the poor in the town 
suffered more. Excessive population, poverty of majority of the 
peopleand dull boring life were thehallmarks of townlife in Europe 
in the Middle Age. 

Self Government of the towns: 

At first the city had grown up in the land owned by some feudal 
lord. This feudal lord used to oppress the inhabitants of the towns 
in many ways, extort taxes from the mercharnts and sometimes 
plunder the towns with their own armed forces. The people of 
the towns gradually became determined to defeat such feudal 
oppression and win freedom for themselves. The merchants, 
journeymen and apprentices inside the town united among the- 
mselves and later on many towns combined to fight kings and 
feudal lords unitedly. In this way sprang up the League of Verona, 
the Lombard League, the Hanseatic League etc. They obtained 
charters of freedom and self-govt. from kings and feudal lords. 
They ran the administration of the town much more democratica- 
ley. From among themseleves, they elected a mayor and several 
aldermen who drew up the rules and regulations of running the 
administration of the towns. As a result life in the towns became 
far more improved. A common proverb in Europe during the 
Middle Age was “‘City air makes a man free”. 


What have you learnt ? 

@ Urbanisation was an important aspect of the Middle Age this 
took place because of many rcasons including population 
increase and the impact of the Crusades. 
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® In the walled cities the merchants, journeymen and apprentices 
built-up guilds to defend their own interests to establish honest 
trade practiccs. 

€ Led by the guilds many towns united among themscleves, 
formed leagues, revolted against kings and feudal lords and 
obtained charter of freedom and self-government for themse- 
Ives. 


Exercise 


. Objective Questions : 

(a) The birth of towns led to a love for land among men/inte- 
rest in trade among the clergy/improvement of cottage 
industries. 

(b) The united economic organisations of that Ape were 
known as — manors/tenants/guilds. 

(c) The members of the guilds were divided into —— 3 
categories/ 4 categories/5 categories. 

(d) The towns in the Middle Age were —— open on all 
sides/surrounded on three sides/ surrounded by trenches, 

(e) The administration of the towns were run by —-Theatru- 
m/cathedral/town council. 

- Write comments on —— guilds, urbanisation, town councils. 
- State whether the statements written below are correct or 
incorrect: ` 

(a) The trade guilds were like modern trade unions 

(b) The head of the town council was known as the mayor. 

(c) The Crusades obstructed the growth of the towns. 

(d) The League of Verona gave only economic seucurity to 
the towns. 

(e) The towns of the Middle А 
cities. 

(f) The lives of the ordinar 
of happiness. 

. Brief Questions: 


(a) From which time did the towns in Europe start growing ? 


Бе were as big as our modern 


Y people of the towns were full 
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(b) State any one reason why tHe towns felt the need for unity 
among themselves 

(c) Whose power in this State increased as a result of the 
growth of the towns ? 

(d) Stateany two reasons how urbanisation started developing 
in the Middle Age ? 

(e) Why did environment in the Towns become unhealthy ? 

(f) Why did the feudal lords attack the towns ? 


. Essay Type Questions : 


(a) State the social and economic causes that led to urbanisa- 
tion in the Middle Age. 

(b) What were the factors responsible for the growth of the 
guilds ? 

(c) What role did the guilds play in the lives and livelihood 
of the people of the towns ? 

(d) Why were there much poverty, misery and unhealthiness 
in the towns? ‹ 

(e) Why did the towns unite among themselves ? 

(f) How did the towns win self government ? 
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Chapter IX 
The Far East in the Middle Age: 


China in the Middle Age: From the 7th to the 14th 
Century. 


Introduction: Like India, Egypt and Mesopotamia, one of the 
oldestand most developed civilisation ofthe world wasthe Chinese 
Civilisation. From the 3rd to the 6th Century A.D. the unity of 
China started breaking up and with this, the Middle Age in China 
started. 

Tang period (618-907 A.D.) : re-establishment of the unity of 
China. 

From the 3rd Century A.D., taking advantage of the weakness 
of the Chinese Emperors, the provincial rulers started declaring 
themselves independent. The Mongols, Huns, Tartars, and similar 
other races invaded China one after another. They established 
à temporary rule but none of them were able to set-up a large 
Empire for a long time. 

In 618 A.D. a high officer of the Emperor, Li Yuan occupied 
the throne. In history he is known as EmperorKao Tsu. His dynasty 
is known as the Tang Dynasty. They ruled China for nearly 300 
years. Their capital was Changan. Emperor Kao Tsu and his son 
Tang Tai Sung totally restored the unity of the Chinese Empire. 
During their reign China became a huge and Powerful Empire. 
The greatest ruler of the Tang Dynasty was Taj Sung. History 
records that he was an able, dutiful, and militarily competent 
Emperor. This Empire reached its Pinnacle of power during the 
reign of Suang Sung. 
Reorganisation of the Legal System 

With the expansion of the Empire many new Kingdoms and 
new people came within the Chinese Empire. There Was much 
difference between the various nations and tribes of the Chinese 

Empire. In order to set-up a stable administration in Such an 
Empire, it was necessary to introduce a uniform and powerful 
legal system. This extremely difficult lask was carried ош in the 


62 


History (Middle Ages) 

Tang period. It was in this period that the traditional Chinese laws 
were reformed and then strictly implemented. This legal system 
was prepared on the basis of the teachings of Confucius. In this 
legal system we witnessed a combination of the traditional customs 
of China and the directives of Confucius. It is not enough to draft 
a law, it has to be implemented. This task was accomplished by 
the Emperor Tai Sung. He appointed an inspector to supervise 
the activities of royal officials and brought back order in the 
administration by his firm decisions. Talented students used to 
get posts in his administration. The Tang Emperors were able to 
implement their laws so well because the administrators of their 
period were highly talented. 

To rule the Empire efficiently the whole country was divided 
into ten provinces or taos. Each tao was again divided into several 
districts or chows. Finally every chów was divided into seven siens 
or parganas. At the top of the administration was the Emperor 
and below were various strata of bureaucrats. They all ruled the 
country according to the new legal system. The main aim of this 
administration was to preserve firmly the untiy of the Empire. 
Education, literature, art etc. in the Tang period: 

In the Tang period there was unprecedented growth of educa- 
tion. The Tang Emperors were great patrons of education and 
culture. In Changan, their capital, there was a huge educational 
institution. Many subjects were taught there including the tea- 
chings of Confucius, Buddhism, Taoism, philosophy, history, law, 
mathematics, literature, art, printing technology etc. Emphasis was 
laid on the study of the history of the Han people and the history 
of China written by Su-ma-Chien. It was in the Tang period that 
the famous history book ‘Li Tung’ and a major constitutional work 
Tung Tien were written. 

Chinese poetry greatly advanced in this period. Two of the most 
famous poets were Li Po and Tu Fu. Li Po travelled widely and 
wrote many lyrics on the rivers, hills and country-side of China. 
Tu Fu wrote poems on the sorrows, miseries, joys and successes 
of human life. There were many other poets in this period like 
Po Chu-I, Chang Chein and others. 
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In the Tang period art in China greatly improved. The Chinese 
indigenous method of painting 
was influenced by Greek, Roman 
and Indian paintings. Buddhism 
also substantially improved Chi- 
nese art and sculpture. The exce- 
"ER j Пеп! decoration in the wall-pa- 
Neck nels of the Buddhist tempies of 
че this period, especially in the 
towns of Changan, Loang are 
living evidences of the excellence 
of the art form of that period. The 

greatest Chinese artist of this period was Wu Tao Suan. 

И was in the Tang period that for the first time in the world 
the printing industry was born in China. At first letters were 
implanted in wooden blocks. Later on metal blocks came into 
being. The Buddhist scriptures were printed by this method and 
those were freely distributed among the people. As a result, block 
making and printing of books became a national industry in China. 
The oldest printed book in the world is one on Buddhist religion. 
This was done in the Tang period. And this book has been 
discovered in the Tunhuang Cave of the Kan Su province. 

Tea: 

Tea is a very ancient drink in China. There is reference to tea 
drinking in China in the 2nd and the 3rd century. In the Tang 
period Tea-drinking became universally popular in China. In the 
eighth Century tea drinking further increased and it spread from 
South to North China. Even the poor used to drink tea regularly. 
Hence the cultivation of tea in China became very widespread. 
Agriculture and Trade in the Tang period: 

Trade and Commerce vastly expanded in China in the Tang 
period and this greatly strengthened thenational economy. Foreign 
trade significantly improved in this period. The two major import 
and export centres of China were the capital city Changan and 
the major port of South China, Canton. This trade of China was 
carried on with many countries including Japan, Korea, Indonesia, 
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India, Central Asia, Iran and the Byzantine Empire. China exported 
silk, spices, porcelain cups, paper and tea. China imported mainly 
ivory, sandal wood, copper, skin of animals and cosmetics. 

To improve Chinese irrigation system many canals came into 
being in the Tang period. Most of the people used to live in the 
villages and agriculture was their main occupation. Land was 
distributed among the poor peasants to give incentive to agricultu- 
re. The system of taxation was also simplified. In the Tang period 
most of the peasants owned small plots of land. Fallow land was 
also distributed among the peasants. The main food crops grówn 
in China were rice. millet, sugarcane, and tea. Silk cultivation also 
increased in this period. The Govt used to encourage agriculture 
and carried out periodic reforms. Agriculture in the Tang period 
vastly improved by these three methods : —the improvement of 
irrigation, a just taxation policy, carrying out of agrarian reform 
by distribution of land. 

Buddhism in China: 

Inthe first century A.D. Buddhism had entered China from India. 
In the Tang period Buddhism greatly flourished in China. And 
this period is knownas the Buddhist period in the history of China. 
A lady who was the adviser of the Emperor Kao Sung accepted 
the Buddhist faith. It is also recorded that the Emperor Suan Sung 
was greatly attracted towards Buddhism in the last phase of his 
life. In the 7th Century a philosopher named Hui Neng greatly 
helped to spread-Buddhism in Chinese society. The main books 
on Buddhism were translated into Chinese. Buddhism greatly 
influenced Chinese life and culture. 

The impact of Chinese civilisation on Jaoan, Korea and Annam : 

The Chinese civilisation greatly influenced its neighbouring 
countries, notably Korea, Japan, Annam and Tibet. The children 
of the Korean royal family studied in China. Koreans successfully 
resisted the military might of China, but could not stop the 
penetration of Chinese culture. Buddhism entered Japan through 
Korea. It was also from China that Buddhism entered Annam. 
Chinese culture had influenced the religion, the script, the 
language, literatue, customs, dress habits and even legal system 
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of these countries. It was in that Tang period that the use of paper 
came to Samarkand from China. The Arabs learnt the use of silk 
and painting from the Chinese. Taken as a whole the Tang period 
placed China on a high pedestal of civilisation. 

Sung period (960-1280 A.D.) : 

With the downfall of the Tang empire, the unity of China again 
broke-up. Anarchy engulfed the whole country. This went on for 
nearly half a century. Then in 960 A.D. the Sung Emperors came 
to power and restored the unity of the Chinese Empire. 

A significant aspect of the Sung period was the resistance to 
all forms of exploitation by the peasantry. The leader of one such 
peasant rebellion was Wang Hsiao-po. Under his leadership the 
peasantry demanded the establishment of an egalitarian society: 
The Emperor Jen Tsing was compelled to instruct his Prime 
Minister Wang An-Shih to carry out progressive reforms. In 1069 
A.D. Wang enacted several progressive laws. These are famous 
in the history of China as the reforms of Wang An-Shih. These 

_ reforms had three aspects — State control over trade, agrarian 
reforms and rearrangement of taxes on property. 
State control over trade: 

The reforms of Wang led to the establishment of state monopoly 
over internal trade in China, especially over trade in food Crops. 
Wang ordered that in several districts there must be a store-house 
for food crops. The peasants, from their cultivated crops must 
first pay rent to the state, then meet the needs of the people of 
their own district. And finally sell the surplus to the Govt. or send 
this surplus to zones where food crops were not grown. As aresult 
of this order, the Govt. obtained the fixed revenue and the peasants: 
obtained a certain market for sale of crops. By another law the 
power of the big traders was curbed. As a result goods were sold 
at a just price. 

Agrarian Jseforms and agricultural loans : 

At first the peasants could get loan only from money lenders 
by paying a very high rate of interest. To save the peasants from 
the oppression of thc money-lenders, the Govt. started giving 
annual agricultural loan to the peasants at only two per cent 
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interest. The peasants could repay this loan in due time by their 
cultivated crops. 
Tax on property : 

The tax system for peasants was simplified. Land was surveyed 
and was divided according to wealth. In this way tax was imposed 
on peasants owning various types of land. Ultimately, almost all 
land was equally distributed among all the peasants. What rent 
could be taken from which type of land, was decided every year. 
Those who were big property owners were divided into five 
categories and separate taxes were imposed on them. This tax 
onproperty in Chinain this period wasa significent historical event. 
Education and culture : 

The advancement of education and culture of China continued 
in this period. In the field of literature two things became note- 
-worthy, the desire to know what happened in the past on the 
urge to discover new things. With the improvement of literature, 
printing technology of China was also improved. This overall 
cultural awakening is an important contribution of the Sung period. 

Inthe Sung period a newexponent of the teachings of Confucius 
was Chu Tsi. He made a synthesis of the main teachings of 
Buddhism and Taoism with that of the teachings of Confucius, 
and tried to develop a new civilisation. Study of history was also 
taken up with that of the study of civilisation. Hsin Chi-Chi was 
a famous Chinese composer of music in this period and Kuan 
Han Ching was a famous dramatist. It was in this period that this 
state started giving patronage to art. Kuo Chung Tsu and Kuo 
Tsi were the two great artists of this period. 

THE MONGOLS: 

In the 12th century in the semi-desert steppe area of central Asia 
a militarily powerful race emerged, known in history as Mongols. 
They were barbarians and constantly travelled from one place to 
another. Their leader Temujin adopted the title of Genghis Khan 
(1162-1227 A.D.) and started his great march of conquest. His 
army first entered North China and in 1214 A.D. he occupied 


- Peking. Gradually he broughtthe whole of China within his Empire. 


His grand-son Kublai Khan became Emperor of the mongols 
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in 1260 A.D. and established mongol domination over all China. 
This period in China is known as the Yuan age. He transferred 
his capital to Peking and imitating the Chinese emperors adopted 
the title of “Son of Heaven”. Kublai Khan was a wise ruler. He 
established the state store-house of food crops for fair distribution 
of food. He built new roads, and improved communication system. 
He was tolerant towards other religions. The period of his reign 
(1206-1294 A.D.) was the golden Age of mongol rule. 
RELIGION:- d 

During the reign of Kublai Khan the Tibetan form of Buddhism 
became pre-dominant. Kublai Khan himself was attracted towards 
Buddhism. The Taoists were hostile towards Buddhism, leading 
to disturbances in the Empire. Kublai Khan was forced to take 
stern measures against those who created disturbances. 
MARCOPOLO: 

We get elaborate details of the history of China during the reign 
of Kublai Khan from the travel memoirs of the famous Italian 
traveller Marcopolo. He described the walled city of Peking as 
one of the most beautiful cities of the world. Marcopolo was 
appointed the administrator of Hang Chow. This city, according 
to him was even more beautiful than Peking. Marcopolo has also 
given a graphic description of the majestic Durbar of Kublai Khan. 
From his travel notes we learn that during famines the Chinese 
peasants were exempt from paying taxes. Many years later Marco- 
polo returned to italy. 

JAPANIN THE MIDDLE AGE: 
Japanese society and feudal economy in early medieval times : 

Inthe early Middle Ages Japanese society consisted of a number 
of clans or ruling family groups. The heads of the clans were in 
fact the rulers of various regions of Japan. Each clan had at its 
disposal sufficient landed property and under them were various 
occupational groups. The social position and the Occupation of 
these groups were determined on a hereditary basis. The Occupa- 
tional groups were subordinate to the clans and below them were 
the slaves. The name of the more important clans were Yamato, 
Soga, Toma etc. 
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The Yamato clan of central Japan ultimately became the stro- 
ngest clan and its head grudually started enjoying the prestige of 
the Emperor. According to Japanese legends the founder of the 
Yamato clan was supposed to be a descendant of the Sun Goddess 
and the religion of the Japanese was known as Shintoism. This 
was the indigenous religious cult of Japan and the word Shinto 
literally menas the ‘“Teaching of Сой”. 

The Japanese used the title of Mikado for their Emperor. 
Theoretically the Mikado or the Emperor of Japan was the supreme 
tuler of the country and at the same time the High Priest of 
Shintoism. Only he had the right to declare war and peace in the 
name of Japan. Technically he also owned all the land in Japan. 

Reality in the early Middle Age was, however, somewhat 
different. The clans in the different regions exploited the peasants 
and became very powerful. In practise they paid only lip service 
to the Mikado. These clans formed the basis of early feudalism 
in Japan and in reality there was no centralised monarchy 

As in Europe during the early middle ages in Japan too land 
and agriculture was the chief source of wealth. Rice wad the 
principal foodgrain. Among other occupations were cloth-wea- 
ving, pottery, fishing and hunting. 

Close links with China : : 

As we know, the civilisation of China was v i 
civilisation had made inroads into Japan Tei sida, 
the civilisation of China, Korea and Japan had much in СООП. 
Japan had learnt its script, developed its language, literature Art 
and even philosophy substantially from China. The also1 і тей 
the use of Bronze from China:-From 6th bii) n 
Ph Я ais y onward the 

ipanese recognised the Superiority of China’s civilisati nd 
tried to build up their own on the Chinese model. Thi Chi a 
Buddhism was introduced in Japan, Many Јај = ex d e я 
went to study in China and сате back with divite iod 1 * e 
about agriculture, medical science, law, manufact Epi 2 
use of weights and measures, as well as milit ien RER 

Between 645-650 A.D ie qus 

зе : - the Japanese accepted many of the 
principles that were in vogue in China in the Tang period кай 
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new land system, new tax structure and new methods of local 
administration. This period is known in Japanese history as the 
period of Taikawa Reforms. The civil and military services were 
completely separated and legally the Emperor became the owner 
of all the land in the country. For a time the Mikado, Emperor 
became the chief priest and the absolute security ruler at one and 
the same time. 

Mikado-vs.-the Japanese clans : 

From the 8th century onwards the power of the clans started 
increasing. As we have already noted by the 7th century, attempts 
were made to bring Japan under one powerful central rule with 
the Emperor as the owner of all land, the absolute ruler and the 
high priest of religion. But this effort failed. This was so because 
of the fact that despite the reforms, the influence of the clans could 
not be destroyed. The members of influential clans were given 
many privileges including official high posts which they held in 
ahereditary fashion. This hereditary civil bureaucreacy were given 
rice-yielding lands which were exempt from tribute. 

Heavy taxation was imposed on the farmers who were often 
forced to give up their land to the bureaucrates, who as we know 
were exempt from taxation. In consequence the resources of the 
Emperor and the central Govt. steadily decreased. The regional 
nobility tended to become more powerful than the central autho- 
rity. 

Andi reason behind weakening of the power of the central . 
authority was the increased power of the Buddhist Monks of Japan. 
The Buddhist and the Shinto priests used to keep large number 
of armed retainers inside their Monasteries. In this way the 
Emperor and. the central authority became weaker and the power 
of the clans increased, leading to consolidation of feudalism in 
Japan. 

Shogunate and Samurai : 

By the thirteenth century the feudal state structure in Japan was 
something like this. At the top was a practically powerless Empe- 
ror. The feudal organisation in Japan was made up two distinct 
groups— а civil bureaucracy and a military aristocracy. The 
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Former consisted of the Shogun or the commander in chief and 
the Daimyos or feudal lords. Gradually they came to control the 
Emperor of Japan and the central administration. The military 
aristocracy was known as Samurai whose main occupation was 
to fight in wars and earn their livelihood by the power of their 
sword. They had great prestige in medieval Japan and were the 
driving force of feudalism in Japan. , 

In 1192 the Japanese Emperor practically became a puppet in 
the hands of the Daimyos. He was forced to confer upon the most 
powerful Daimyo, Yorotomo title of Shogun. For all practical 
purposes the Shogunate became the real rulers of Japan over 600 
years from 1192 to 1868. ' 

BUSHIDO : 

Bushido, ethical code of Samurai, the warrier clans of. Japan 
was юса: like chivalry in feudal Europe. Loyalty was the 
ae pu им Samurai had to be prepared to 
[sg m CM iem тату for п sake of his lord. Simple 
prestige were the other features f Bi Rasen ecb rd E 
honour was dearer than life and 4 f: Ee Зай, 

г 1 even self-dest 


i ructi у 
тей to life of shame. on was prefe 


What have you learnt ? 

a) CHINA: 

'ө A vast empire developed in China. 

© Great improvements through reforms took place in China in 
the Tang and Sung periods — reorgainsation of the legal system 
development of education, poetry, painting, printing Ы 
ге, trade and commerce. 1 

ө The Advancement of Buddhism in China and growth of civilisa- 
tion. 

e Many experienced in the Tsang period— State control over 
trade and industry, agricultural reforms, and new Confucian 
philosophy. } 

ө The Rule of the Mongols— Kublai Khan — Marcopolo. 


72 


History (Middle Ages) 
b) JAPAN: 
@ The domination of the clans, feudalism, contacts with China, 
Mikado-vs.-clans and decrease of the Emperor's authority. 
© Shintoism, Mikado, Shogun, Samurai, Bushido. 


EXERCISES 
1. Objective Questions: 
(a) The first Emperor of China was —— Tai Sung/Tsung 
Tshung/Kao Tsu. 
(b) The main achievement of the Tang period was —— peace 


with Japan/restoration of the imperial unity of China. 

(c) Theoriginalcentre ofthe Teaindustry was—— Hunan/Pe- 
king/Canton. 

(d) The Chinese scholar who came to India to learn the 
teaching of Buddhism was —— Li Po/Po Chui/Fa Hien. 

(e) The peasants revolted in the Tsung period because —— 
they wanted more education/they were oppressed by the 
Emperor/they demanded the equal distribution of wealth 
in the country. 

(f) The name of the Mongol leader who conquered the whole 
of China was (Genghis Khan./Taimur Long/Kublai Khan. 

(g) The ancient religion of Japan is known as —— Buddhi- 
sm/Christianity/Shintoism. 

(h) The power of the Mikado was destroyed by —— The clan 
leaders/The monks of the monasteries/Shoguns. 

(i) The main occupation of the Samurai was —— agriculture- 
/trade and commerce/fighting wars. 

2. Brief Questions: 

(a) How long did the Tang Emperors rule in China ? 

(b) What was the basis of legal system then ? 

(c) Under which Emperor was the legal system re-organised ? 

(d) What were the main features of art and culture in China 
in the Tang period ? 

(e) From which Chinese port was export mainly carried out ? 

(f) From which country did the Arabs learn to manufacture 


paper? 
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(g) What was the Chinese form of chivalry ? 
(h) What is the other name of Japan? 
(i) Who is the most powerful God according to the Shinto 
religion ? 
(j) When did the Mikado become the absolute ruler of Japan ? 
(К) By what name is the great reform period of Japan called? 
(1) What is the greatest contribution of the Tang period ? 
(m) Why is Tai Sung called the greatest Emperor of the Tang 
period ? 
(n) Why was Genghis Khan famous ? 
. Eassy type Questions: 
(a) Write a brief essay on what you know about the trade, 


industry, agriculture, education and the legal system of 
the Tang period ? 


(b) What were the main aspects of the legal system of China? - 


(c) How did China spread her civilisation in Japan, Korea and 
Annam ? | 

(d) How did Agrarian Reform take place in China ? 

(e) What were the main features of the reforms in China by 
Wang An-Shih ? 

(f) Howdid Kublai Khan consolidate Mongolpower in China ? 

(g) Discuss in how many sections were the people of Japan 


divided in early Middle Ages and what were their condi- 
tions. 


(h) How was Japan benefited by the influence of China ? 

(i) What were the results of the conflict between the Emperor 
of Japan and the feudal leaders of the clans ? 

(j) How did the Shogunate come to rule over Japan ? 

(k) Who were the Samurai and what was the Bushido T 
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India in the Middle Ages 


(a) India from the Sth to the 7th Century A.D. 


The Hun invasion and the fall of the Gupta Empire 

One of the main reasons for the downfall of Gupta Empire wa 
the Hun invasion. Huns as we know were a great war-like peopl 
whose original homeland was central Asia. One of their branche 
attacked the Roman Empire in Europe, Another branch settle 
down in central Asia in the valley of the Oxus river. They ar 
known in history as the White Huns. They attacked India. 

During the reign of Kumar Gupta I, the fourth Gupta Етрего! 
the Huns attacked the frontier provinces of the Gupta Empire 
The crown prince Skandagupta resisted and defeated the Hun 
and saved the Gupta Empire. The Huns came again in 458 А.Г 
and like a tidal wave battered the Gupta Empire. Even the la: 
powerful Gupta Emperor Budhagupta found it difficult to sto 
the Hun attack. They occupied Sialkot, Eastern Malwa, and othe 
adjoining areas. One of the reasons for the Hun’s success wi 
the internal quarrel in the Gupta Empire and the opportunism : 
the provincial rulers. This led to erosion in the unity of the Gup 
Empire. 

As a result of Hun attacks the Gupta Empire disintegrated. 
its place several smaller kingdoms sprang-up in North and Sou 
India. In North India Malwa sprang-up under Yashodharma 
Kanauj under the Maukharis, Thaneswar under ће Pushyabhu! 
and Gauda. In Western India the Valabhi kingdom sprang up 
Kathiawar and in South India rose the power of the Chaluky: 
The Huns gradually got assimilated in India and their descendai 


grew up as the Gurjara-Pratiharas. 


Harshavardhana 
Nearly one hundred years after the fall of the Gupta Empi 


a king of Thaneswar called Harshavardhana tried to restore t 
political unity of India. He brought almost the whole of North In: 
under his influence but he was unable to advance to South Ind 
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Harshavardhana was the son of king Prabhakara-vardhana of 
Thaneswar in Punjab. The name of his sister was Rajyasri, who 
was the wife of Grahavarman, king of Kanauj. Devgupta, king 
of Malwa and Sasanka, king of Gauda combined to attack Kanauj. 
Grahavarman was defeated and killed in battle while his wife 
Rajyashree, became a prisoner. Rajyavardhana, elder brother of 
Harshabardhana, who was then king of Thaneswar rushed to 
Kanauj and defeated Devgupta. However, within a short time he 
was killed by Sasanka, the King of Gauda. There was no one then 
on the throne of either Thaneswar or Kanau j- 

In 606 A.D. at the young age of only eighteen Harshavardhana 
adopfed the title of Shiladitya and ascended the thrones of both 
Thaneswar and Kanauj. His first task was to rescue his sister 

: Rajyashree and after that he transferred his capital to Kanauj. 
He ruled the two kingdoms for over forty years. 
The extension of Harshabardhana's empire : 

The first aim of Harshavardhana was to punish Sasanka, king 

of Gauda who had killed his elder brother. To achieve this aim 


he allied himself with 


Harshavardhana in the East. He was unable to 


because Pulakesin-II, king of th 
crossing the river Narmada. So, Harshavardhana was unable to 
restore the political unity of the Gupta period, but nonetheless 
he built up a big empire in North India, 
Achievements of Harshavardhana: 
The main achievement of Harshavardhana Was to save North 
India from the anarchy of the post-Gupta period. But he was not 
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only a great general and conqueror, he was also a benevolent ruler. 
He was a man devoted to religion and a patron of education and 
culture. All this made him famous. He had also great literary talents. 
He wrote three Sanskrit plays- Nagananda, Ratnabali and 
Priyadarshika. Banabhatta, was his court-poet, who wrote two 
valuable gems in Sanskrit literature — Harshacharita and 
Kadambari. 

He was greatly tolerent towards all religious opinions. First, he 
was a worshiper of Shiva, bui later on he was attracted towards 
Buddhism. We come to know much about Harshavardhana from 
Banabhatta's Harshacharita and from the travel-notes of the 
Chinese traveller Hiuen-Tsang. 

Hiuen-Tsang: 

During the- reign of Harshavardhana, the famous Chinese 
traveller Hiuen-Tsang came to India and travelled far and wide 
in North and South India for thirteen long years(630 - 643 A.D.) 
He went to all the Buddhist holy places from Nepal to Multan 
and Sindh. He also came to Varanasi, Bodhgaya, Nalanda, Bengal 
and Kamrup. 

The accounts of Hiuen- Tsang's travel in India is a very valuable 
book as source material of Indian history. From his account we 
get the picture of an India devastated by Hun attacks. Many cities 
were destroyed as also were many temples and monasteries. The 
glory of Patalipura, was no more. In its place the most important 
city then was Kanauj. Hiuen-Tsang also referred to the towns of 
Prayag, Mathura, Tháneswar, Varanasi and Tamralipta. From his 
accounts it is also clear that there were many towns and ports 
in India and that Indian economy had not yet broken down. The 
people of India were simple. Caste system was of course there, 
but this did not prevent social intercourse. Untouchability was 
therein society: The King was hard-working and full of enthusiasm. 
Ordinary people were not taxed heavily. Different religions were 
allowed to co-exist. And in the royal court one could see Buddhist, 
Jain as well as brahmin scholars. The King used to give equal 


patronage to them. 
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The University of Nalanda 

At that time there were many centres of higher education in 
India. The most famous among them being the University of 
Nalanda. The university had been established under the patronage 
of the Guptas. Its fame was world-wide. Nearly ten thousand 
students studied here. Buddhist civilisation, Hindu scriptures, 
other philosophies, literature, grammar, mathematics and the 
sciences used to be taught here. There were over hundred tutors 
here, all of whom were monks. At their head was a Principal or 
Acharya. During the time of Harshabardhan, the great Bengali 
scholar, Shilabhadra, was the Acharya at Nalanda. 


Nalanda 


Hiuen Tsang studied here for five 
in this university. But students could en 
Passing very difficult entrance examina 
who lived here had to observe strict dis 
function efficiently due to the patro; 
wealthy people. There were hundred 
a huge library. Such a university at a 
for any country. The ruins of Nal 
discovered near Rajgir, the old the ca 
and not very far from the modern City of Patna, capital of Bihar. 
India from the 8th to the 12th century A.D.: 

After the death of Harshavardhana, t 
that he had built-up, was destroyed 


years. Education was free 
ter this university only after 
tion. Students and teachers 
cipline. The university could 
nage of the Emperors and 
rooms in this university and 
Dy time is a matter of pride 
anda university have been 


he unity of North India 
again. And for the next 
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four hundred or five hundred years central authority practically 
ceased to exist in North India. In its place many small kingdoms 


Sprang-up, of whom the more important in North and West India 


were the Rajput kingdoms. 
Rajput kingdoms: 

Nothing definite is known about the origin of the Rajputs. Some 
of them claimed descent from races connected with the sun or 
moon. But modern historians contest this claim. What is generally 
accepted today is that Rajputs emerged out of a mixture of Huns 
and other foreign clans who came to India. The Rajputs were brave 
and efficient fighters. They were gradually absorbed in the 
traditional Hindu society and treated as khatriyas. 

Some of the more important and powerful Rajput kingdoms 
were the Gurjara - Pratiharas of South Rajputana, the Chauhans 
of Ajmer, the Paramaras of Malwa and so on. The Gurjara - 


the Chauhans, Paramaras and the Solankis established 
independent kingdoms in Rajputana (modern Rajasthan and 
adjoining areas). 

Feudalism in the Rajput Kingdoms: 


The society and state that developed in the Rajput kingdoms 


get any salary from the King, but obtained land grants. They 
collected the revenue from this land and built i 


They sent a part of the revenue to the King and w 
court themselves or sent their representative: 
occupation was to loyally obey the orders of the King and fight 
battles on his behalf. Whenever the King was weak, the feudal 
chiefs revolted. Hence, the King always tried to keep the feudal 
chiefs strictly under his control. Sometimes the Rajput kings 
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Life and Society in the Pala and Sena Age: t 

Long before the coming of Islam, society in Bengal became 
divided into castes like Brahmins, Vaidyas, Kayasthas etc. and 
the Kulin system was introduced. With the introduction of rigid 
caste system, the normal intercourse in society practically 
disappeared and inier-caste marriage, widow ге-таггіарс were 
banned. A section of the Brahmins had their prestige increased 
due to the kulin system. But this led to sharp divisions in society. 
The system of Sati was prevalent in society then. There were all 
kinds of rituals like annaprasan, marriage, atonement etc. Caste 
system gradually became more and more harsh. 

The majority of the people of Bengal lived in villages at that 

time. From the writings of Hieun Tsang we come to know that 

, Bengalisofthatperiod were honest, hard-working, mild mannered 
and devoted to learning. Their food habits and dress habits wear 
simple. People used to eat rice, vegtables, fish, milk and butter. 
The usual dress of man was a short Dhoti, and during ceremonies 
a shawl on their body and wooden Sandals as foot-wear. Women 
used to were sarees, and various lypes of ornaments like bangles 
in their arms and feet. Leather foot-wear were unknown then. 
Women had no real freedom in Society at that time. 

Bengal essentially depended on agriculture, but industry also 
flourished. The textile industry of Bengal was quite famous, The 
main port of Bengal was Tamralipta which was also the major 
centre of import and export trade. Money transaction had not 
grown with trade and industry. The landless poor peasants and 
working people lived in poverty. Many men wasted their time by 
playing chess and similar other games, while women played with 
cowries. The main form of cultural recreation were Jatras, a type 
of crude theatre and mock fight between poets. Other forms of 
recreation were wrestling, rowing, hunting and archery. 

Hindu society was divided into two sects, Saktas, and the 
Vaishnavs. The Saktas offered animals to gods and ate that meat, 
while the Vaishnavs were vegetarians. Buddhism flourished during 
the reign of Pala kings. It was during their reign that the famous 
university of Vikramshila was established in Bengal with Atisa 
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Dipankara as its Principal. Atisa Dipankara later on went to Tibet 
to. preach Buddhism there. The Pala kings were Buddhists, but 
they were tolerant to other religions. With their support many 
Hindu temples were built. The Sena kings worshipped Shiva and 
some of them were also Vaishnavs. King Vallalasena sent priests 
to preach Hinduism in Orissa, Nepal and Arakan. 

In the Pala and Sena age cultural life in Bengal showed 
remarkable advance, especially in the field of art and craft, 
architecture, and sculpture. The religion of Bengal and its culture 
spread to many countries of the world. Evidences of this have 
been discovered from the Island states of the Indian Ocean. The 
most famous sculpture and metallic craftsmen of this period were 
Shulapani, Bitpal and Dhiman. 

Education also showed marked improvement in the Pala and 
Sena period. The tamous book of Poems written in the Pala period 
was Ramacharita by Sandhyakara Nandi. King Vallalasena had 
composed two sanskrit books of poems— Danasagar and Adbhut 
Sagara. The Sena kings were great patrons of poets and writers 
of whom five were most famous — Saran, Dhoyi, Govardhan, ' 
Umapati Dhar and Jayadeva. Imitating the great Kalidasa, the poet 
Dhoyi had written a book of poems called Pawandhut. Jaydev had 
composed his famous Geetagovinda which even today keeps 
people enchanted. 

Higher education and cultural synthesis : 

In the Pala and Sena periods, higher education had greatly 
developed together with religious tolerance and cultural synthesis. 
The Pala kings encouraged the establishment of new universities. 
In North Bengal near Paharpur the University of Somapura was 
set-up in Magadha, the university of Uddandapur and in Bhagalpur 
the famous Vikramshila University were established. This type 
of higher educatin led to wide-spread cultural synthesis. Many 
students came to these Universities from Nepal, Tibet and 
Indonesia. In 638 A.D. Hiuen Tsang travelled through Paharpur 
and Mahasthan and found that, there were 700 students getting 
higher education in twenty monasteries. Such was the atmosphere 
of higher education due to royal support to a policy of religious 
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tolerance. All these led to a cultural synthesis in Bengal. 
South India: 

By South India, we mean the territory South of the Vindhya 
hills and the river Narmada. To its West are the hills of the Western 
Ghats on the Arabían Sea. To its East is the Bay of Bengal and 
to its South the Indian Ocean. In this geographical territory four 
powerful kingdoms arose — Chalukyas, Pallavas, Cholas and 
Rashtrakutas. These sprang-up during the time of Harshavardhana 
and later evolved into powerful regional states. 

CHALUKYAS : 

In the present day district of Bijapur, in the areas known as 
Vatapi, the pre-dominance of the Chalukyas was established. The 
most famous Chalukya king, was Pulakenshin II (610-642 A.D.). 
He defeated Harshavardhana and prevented him from coming to 
the South. His empire at one time extended from Mysore to Orissa. 
The kings of Malwa and Gujrat also acknowledged his over 
lordship. He also defeated the Pallavas. However, in 642 A.D. 
he was defeafed and killed in a battle by king Narasimhavarman, 
of the Pallavas dynasty. Later on, the Rashtrakutas destroyed the 
kingdom of the Chalukyas. А 
Pallavas: 

The Pallava period extended from the 6th to the 9th century. 
Kanchi was their capital. The most famous among the Pallava Kings 
was Narasimhavarman I (630-668 A.D.). He defeated Pulakenshi 
II king of Chalukya three times in battles and occupied Vatapi 
capital of the Chalukyas. He also set-up his own nominee as the 
Кіпр of Ceylon. During his reign Hiuen Tsang, travelled through 
the Pallava Kingdom. He wrote that he hadseen numerous 
Buddhist monasteries and many Buddhist monks as well as a 
number of Jain and Hindu temples. The Pallavas were also 
destroyed by the Rashtrakutas. 

Contribution of Chalukyas and Pallavas to architecture and 
sculpture : à 

The Chalukya kings, were patrons of art and architecture. The 
greatest evidences of their patronage to architecture and sculpture 
are the cave temples at Badami, the Sangameswara temple of the 
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Chalukya, ruler Vijayaditya and the Virupaksha temple of 
Chalukya, ruler Vikramaditya Il. 

The  Pallavas аге 
famous for their 
Rock-cut temples. Both 
Pallava Kings Mahendra 
varman and Narasimha 
varman were great 
builders. The world 
famous rock ternple at 


Mahabalipuram 
(Mamallapuram) the 
Pallava Architecture temples or ‘Seven 


Раро4а$’ chariots, and 

the Kailashnath temple 
at Kanchi, still win the admiration of tourists all over the world. 
Maritime supremacy of the Cholas : 

For maritime supremacy, naval power is needed, but the 
Chalukyas and the Pallavas never tried to establish their supremacy 
on the high sea. They depended on their land army to extend their 
empire. The Chola Emperors built up a powerful navy over and 
above a powerful army. The Chola power sprang-up in Tanjore 
in the 9th Century. Towards the end of the 10th Century and 
the beginning of the 1 1th, century Raja Raja I, the Chola Emperor 
built-up a powerful navy and laid the foundation of the maritime 
empire of the Cholas. With the help of this navy he established 
his domination over Ceylon and Maldive. He also used this navy 
to protect the coromondal and Malabar coasts. Another great 
Chola Emperor, Rajendra Chola, with the help of his powerful 
navy, extended his empire to the Nicobar islands. He also sent 
a naval expedition against the Shailendra kings of Sumatra. They 
accepted the Chola supremacy over a part of their empire. 
Feudalism in India: р 

The Feudal structure, as we know, survives on the basis of 


downership by overlords and appropriation of revenue from 


ios brahmins and royal officers had started from 


land. Land grants to 
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the post-Maurya period. It greatly increased in the Gupta age. 
The various high offices in the imperial administration gradually 
became hereditary. In the different regions the local rulers 
increased their power and established their dominance over land 
and land revenue. They adopted the titles of ‘Samanta’ and 
Mahasamanta. Both kings and high officers took the help of 
brahmin priests to increase the prestige and power. That is why, 
the king used to give substantial land grants іо brahmins. The result 
was, it weakened central administration, and, power went into 
the hands of powerful brahmins and local administrators. This 
increase of power of the feudal forces was largely responsible 
for preventing the growth of a united empire in India after the 
downfall of the Guptas. 

What have you learnt ? à 

9 Harshavardhana saved North India from political unrest and 

| disunity after the downfall of the Gupta Empire. 

9 After the death of Harsha many regional kingdoms sprang-up, 
but neither Palas nor the Rajputs were able to establish political 
unity in India. The basic reason was their own disunity. 

o In South India the Pallavas, Cholas, Chalukyasand Rashtrakutas 
were separately quite powerful. But their constant st 
among themselves weakened them. However. 
achievements in the fields of art and archite " 

9 Many of the kings and emperors followed 
tolerance. 

9 Education showed marked improvemen 

® Fame of the universities like Nalanda a 
all over the world. Cultural Synthesis 
aspect of this period. 


ruggle 

their 
cture was very great. 
à policy of religious 


t in India in this period. 
nd Vikramshila spread 
was also a significant 


x 
1. Objective questions: 

(а) Fo? how many years did anarchy continue in India after 
the downfall of the Gupta Empire :—_ nearly 200 
years/nearly 100 years/nearly 50 years. 

(b) The original homeland of the Huns was 
Rome/Arabia/Central Asia. 
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(c) Harshavardhana was born in the: Gupta 
dynasty/Mongol race/Pushyabhutin dynasty. ` 
(d) Pulakenshi Il was the king of:—— Thaneswar/Malwa/the 


Chalukyas. 

(e) The name of the book written by Hiuen Tsang was:—— 
Ramayana/Ratnabali/Accounts of Travel in India. 

(f) The man who ‘established the Pala dynasty was:—— 
Harsha/Sasanka/Gopal. 

(g) The main centre of Tripartite struggle was :—— 
Thaneswar/Delhi/Kanauj. 

(h) The capital of Sasanka was:——  Patna/Kanauj/ 
Karnasuvarna. 

(i) The book of poems that Joydev wrote was:—— 
Ramcharita/Dansagar/Geetagovinda. 


. Place these names chronologically and briefly. Write why 


they were famous: 
Fa-hien, Harshavardhana, Huns, Pulakenshin II, Skandagupta, 
Shilbhadra, Rajendra Chola, Dharmapala, Atisa Dipankara. 


. Brief questions: 


(a) Who was the last Gupta Emperor ? 

(b) Who were the white-Huns ? 

(c) Who established the kingdom of Gaur ? 

(d) What were the extents of the empire of Harsha ? 

(e) Who among the Rajput kingdoms were most powerful ? 

(f) Name some of the kings involved in the Tripartite struggle. 
(g) Who was Banabhatta ? 

(h) Who was the last independent king of the Sena dynasty ? 
(i) Name a book of poems written by Vallalasena ? 

(j) Who was Shilbhadra ? 

(k) Why was Tamralipta famous ? 


. Essay type questions: 


(a) How did Harshavardhana become the king of Thaneswara 


and Kanauj ? 
(b) Briefly describe the administration of Harshavardhana. 
(c) Briefly discuss the social, economic, and political 
conditions of India as was recorded in the travel accounts 
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of Hiuen Tsang. 
(d) Write in ten sentences what you know about education 
in the university of Nalanda. 
(e) Briefly discuss the feudal society under the Rajputs. 


(f) Writea short essay on the Tripartite struggle for supremacy 
over Kanauj. 


(g) What were the main events during the reign of Sasanka ? 
(h) Briefly discuss the social, economic and cultural situation 
in Bengal during the Pala and Sena age. 


(i) Briefly discuss art and architecture as it grew-up during 
the reign of Chalukyas and Pallavas. 


(j) Briefly discuss how the Cholas built-up a maritime empire. 


(К) How did Feudalism grow up in India and what were its 
results ? 
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Chapter XI 
India's contacts with the outside World 


Introduction: India is surrounded by the famous Himalayan 
mountains in the North and by high sea on the other three sides. 
Nonetheless India never lost its contacts with the outside world 
all along its history. China and Japan, in some phases in history 
were delinked from the rest of the world. Such. a thing never 
happened to India. 


The Land route: 
In the ancient period Asoka the Great sent his emissaries to 


various parts of the world to propagate Buddhism. From then on, 
Indian culture has spread all over the world through the vehicle 
of religion, mainly Buddhism. The Buddhist faith gradually divided 
itself into two streams- one was called Hinayana and the other 
was called Mahayana. 


Central Asia : 
In the first century A.D. during the reign ofthe Kushan Emperor 


Kanishka, Mahayana. Buddhism spread to Central Asia. Khotan, 
Kashgar, Kucha, Yarkand, Aksu etc. developed as centres of 
Indian culture. This culture gradually spread its influence over the 
ke Mongols and Turks. Under the patronage of 
ddhism, Indian trade and commerce, Indian 
nskrit language spread to different parts 
* of Central Asia. From there this influence spread to China, Korea 
and Japan. In course of the centuries, due to climatic reasons and 
other factors, these cultural centres disappeared in the heart of 
the Gobi desert of Central Asia. The archaeologist Aurel Stein 
carried on excavation in the desert area and discovered the ruins 
of those towns. 

In the 7th century A.D. the famous Chinese traveller 
Hiuen-Tsang, while passing through Central Asia witnessed there 
the great influence of Indian culture. At that time Mahayana 
Buddhism had become almost universal in this area. In the 
monasteries, he saw numerous Buddhist monks. Many scholars 
from China and Central Asia, came to the Gomati University of 
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Central Asia for a deeper study of Buddhism. At this time in the 
town of Kuncha was born the famous Buddhist scholar 
Kumarajiva. His father was a Kashmiri and his mother a local 
resident. 
Indian influence in China and Tibet : 

From Central Asia Mahayana Buddhism entered China and from 


there to Japan and Korea. To understand Buddhism well, people 
from China came to India. Among them were the famous travellers 
Fa-Hien, Hiuen Tsang and I-tsing. In Tibet Buddhism spread 
through royal patronage. During the reign of, Harsha in the 7th 
century a king named Srong-tsan-Gampo was the absolute ruler 
of Tibet. He had two queens. One of whom was a Chinese princess 
and the other belonged to the royal family of Nepal. Both of them 
were Buddhists. Under their influence the king became a Buddhist. 
After this, Indian languages and scripts entered Tibet. Buddhist 
culture from India had already entered Tibet through Khotan. Now 
it obtained royal recognition. In Tibet Buddhist monasterics were 
set-up. At the invitation of the Tibetan king, the Bengali scholar 
Santa Rakshit went to Tibet. In the 1 1th century Atisa Dipankara 
went to Tibet and under his guidance many Buddhist books were 
translated into Tibetan. He lived in Tibet for thirteen years and 
died there. At that time the Palas were reigning in Bengal. They 
established extremely cordial relation with Tibet. Many Tibetan 
Buddhists used to come to India and study in the Universities of 
Nalanda, Vikramshila etc. They took many manuscripts from India 
to Tibet. 

Suvarnabhumi: And the Sea Route: 

The long standing connection between India and South-east Asia 
had originally developed centering round trade and commerce. 
There is reference to Indian merchants going to various parts of 
South-east Asia in such books as the Jataka and Kathasaritsagar. 
This whole area was known as Suvarnabhumi. The area was rich 
ural produce and minerals. That is why, it was known 
as Suvarnabhumi. Many Indians established colonies here, and 
these places came to be known as Kamboja (now Thailand), 
Champa (Cochin-China), Annam (Indo-China), Sumatra, Java, 
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Bali, Borneo etc. Hindu kingdoms were established here. In some 
parts of this area the Hindu dynasties ruled for long years. In 
consequence the impact of Indian language, literature, culture and 
religion was felt here. This arca came to be known as “Greater 
India." 

Champa: 

The two kingdoms of South-east Asia where the influence of 
Indian culture was much more than others were Champa and 
Komboj. This kingdom of Champa lasted for nearly 1300 years 
(150-1471 A.D.). The capital of this state was Indrapura. In the 

15th century repeated Mongol attacks destroyed this kingdom 
Kamboja: 1 

In the first and second century A.D. another Hindu kingdom 
Kamboja was set-up which extended from Cambodia to Burma 
an! Malaya. The ancient capital of Kamboja was known as 
Jashodharpura or Ankor Thom. This capital city was established 
by Jayavarman, a King of Kamboja. Later on when Jashovarman 
became the King of Kamboja, the name of the cit 
to Jashodharpur. Once the Chinese Emperor Ku 
an emissary to this city. 

Ankor-Thom’s construction was started by Jayavarman, but it 
was completed by Jashovarman. It was a beautiful city surrounded 
by trenches and then by stone-walls. The city was square-shaped 
and two square miles in area. Many people used to reside in thi 
city. Inside the city were many temples and near the temples A 
many hospitals. The city had wide roads, many ik e 
magnificent buildings. In the centre of the city wasa t cer 
Shiva, surrounded by fourty towers. On the walls of au e à 
were many statues of Shiva in the pose of meditation. A * un 3 
away from Ankor Thom is the remarkable Temple of А ko V k 
the best specimen of scupture in Kamboja. It was b dis 
the rule of Suryavarman in the 12th century It = yen 
Vishnu and its construction has been a matter of HERR CON 
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Malaya and Indonesia : 
In Malaya, as well as in Sumatra, Java, Bali etc. both Hinduism 
аа чу ва and Buddhism 
p 5 E р 2 created deep 
influence. In the 8th 
| century the Sri 
Vijaya kingdom of 
Sumatra — became 
very powerful. The 
s Е Sailendra dynasty 
spread their empire to Malaya, Java, Sumatra and many other 
islands. The great Chola Emperor Rajendra Chola sent a naval 
expedition to this kingdom and occupied a part of the Sailendra 
Empire. The kings of Sailendra dynasty were Buddhists and the 
Bengalee Buddhist monk Kumaraghosha was the guru of the 
Sailendra dynasty. 

The Sailendra kings ruled in this territory up to the 1 1th century. 
Their greatest cultural achievement is the majestic Buddhist stupa 
of Borobodur in Central Java. This huge temple had six storeys 
and four platforms. Buddhist Taradevi was the principal deity of 
this temple. Inside there is a majestic figure of Buddha in 
meditation. 


jeA1ONu V 
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EXERCISES 


1. Objective Question : : г 
(a) The Ніпауапа were— Brahmins/Jains/the original school 


of Buddhists. ; | 

(b) Ankor Vat was built in Champa/Kanchi/Kambo ја. 

(c) Aurel Stein was famous as a — writer/emperor/ 
archaeologist. 


(d) King Suryavarman built the university of — Nalanda/the 
city of Thaneswar/the temple of Ankor vat. 
2. Answer briefly : 
(a) Under whose patronage was Buddhism spread in Central 
Asia ? 
(b) What were the two main divisions of Buddhism ? 
(c) Who was Kumarjiva ? 
(d) Who was I-tsing ? 
(e) From which books do we learn about India's contacts with 
South-East Asia ? 
(f) What is the present name of the ancient kingdoms of 
Champa ? 
(g) Which were the South-East Asian countries with which 
India had contact ? 
(h) Which area was known as Suvarnabhumi ? 
3. Match the words in column A with those in column B 
A 


B 
Jashovarman Buddhist Temple 
Atisa Dipakara Kamboja 
Somapura Sailendra Dynasty 
Borobodur Vikramshila 


4. Essay Type Questions : 
(a) Discuss briefly how Indian civilisa 
countries of South-East Asia. 
(b) Write what you know about the activities of the Sailendra 
dynasty. 
(c) Write short notes on Ankor Vat, Borobodur. 


tion spread to two 
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Chapter XII 
The Turko-Afghan period in India (1206-1526 A.D.) 


Introduction: The coming of Islam to India was no sudden event. 
The Arab merchants had been coming to India’s western coast 
cven before the coming of Islam. It was through this trade route 
that contacts were gradually strengthened, after the spread of Islam 
in the whole of Arabia. Islam first came to India in the Southern 
regions of Kerala and later on the Arabs entered Sindh. Then 
gradually through the land route the religious and political 
influence of Islam spread over North-West India. In the beginning 
of the 13th century the Sultanate period started in Delhi. The 
Turko-Afghan Sultans ruled in Delhi for over 300 years until Babar 
defeated Ibrahim Lodi in the first battle of Panipat in 1526 A.D. 
After that the Mughal period started. 

Indias economic and cultural contacts with central and west 
asia: 

From the time of the second Khalifa Omar (634-644 A.D.) 
India’s contacts with the Islamic world started. Together with Arab 
merchants Muslim theologians started coming to Kerala, in the 
South-Western coast of India. They settled down mainly in the 
trading centres and lived in peace and harmony with the local 
population. With the perimission of the local Hindu rulers they 
built mosques here for praying to Allah. Gradually Muslim 
settlements sprang-up even in the Eastern coast of India. A large 
number of downtrodden, so-called lower caste Hindus suffered 
a lot from the rigidity of the caste system and were attracted 
towards the egalitarian philosophy of Islam. However, Islam was 
Not yet a political power in any part of India. The Muslim Arab 
merchants had good relations with the local Hindu rulers. лу 
- In 712 A.D. the Arabs conquered Sindh, and the socio-political 
picture started changing. Arab army led by Mohammad Bin Qasim 
conquered Sindh and ruled over that area for nearly 300 years, 
but Arab influence did not spread to any other area of India. That 
ns in the past did not give much importance to 


is why, historia У 2 
Arab rule in Sind. This is not a correct attitude. For apart from 
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the economic gains of both the people of Sindh and the people 
of Arabia, cultural intercourse between the Arab and Indian 
civilisation increased, leading to the benefit of both. In 886 A.D. 
the Holy Koran was translated in the Sindhi language. The Arabs 
on the other hand learnt Sanskrit and acquired a great deal of 
knowledge in the fields of mathematics, Philosophy, medicine and 
astronomy. They were also influenced by Indian music and агі. 
Arrangements were also made to translate important Sanskrit 
books into Arabic by inviting scholars from Sindh to Baghdad. 
An Arab astronomer called Abu Masar studied Indian astronomy 
for ten years at Varanasi. In this way, knowledge of India went 
to Arabia and through the Arabs to Europe. The scholars of Sindh 
" made important contributions to science. During these three 
centuries many people of Sindh became Muslims and this created 
a certain impact on the local population. 
The coming of the Turko-Afghans to India: 

In the tenth century two Turkish leaders Alaptginand Sabuktagin 
established a powerful Turkish kingdom in Ghazni in Afghanistan. 
Sabuktagin and his son Sultan Mahmud repeatedly attacked India. 
Mahmud invaded India no less than Seventeen times and each time 
carried away a lot of treasure and wealth from India. He died in 
1030 A.D. Hundred and fifty years afterwards another ruler of 
that area Mohammed Ghuri attacked India. He was no mere 
plunderer but wanted to establish an Empire in India. 

Taking advantage ofthe disunity of the Hindu rulers of Northern 
India he defeated the valiant Chauhan King PrithvirajintheSecond 


Ghuri left India. But after his death in 1206 one of his Generals 
Qutubuddin Aibak declared himself as the Sultan of Delhi. That 
is why from 1206 onwards this period in Indian history is called 


the period of Sultanate, because Turko-Afghan rulers called 
themselves Sultans. 


The political history of the Sultanate period: 
From 1206 to 1526 A.D. five distinct dynasties ruled in Delhi. 
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Qutubuddin 


Chronologically they 


formed the Slave 
dynasty (1206-1290 
A.D), Тһе Khalji 
dynasty (1290-1320 
A.D.) the  Tughlaq 
dynasty (1320-1413 
A.D.) The  Sayyid 
dynasty — (1414-1451 
A.D.) and the Lodi 
dynasty- (1451-1526 
A.D.) These five 


dynasties ruled in Delhi 
for a total three hundred 
and twenty years. The 
five rulers of the Slave 


dynasty were Qutubuddin Aibak, his son-in-law Iltutmish, his 
daughter Raziya and his son Nasiruddin as well as a general called 


Balban. Some of them were 
slaves in their early life. Later on 
they became free and rose to 
become Sultans. That is how, the 
name Slave dynasty came into 
being. A significant event of this 
period was Raziya's accession to 
the throne of Delhi, because 
Muslim women had next to no 
right then. Briefly speaking, the 
Turko-Afghan rulers success- 
fully tackled the Mongol menace 
and kept the frontiers of India 
safe and secure. Secondly, they 


saved Punjab from the greed of 


* the rulers of Ghazni and quelled 


the rebellions in Bengal and 
Sindh. Although these Sultans 
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were devout Muslims, they did not allow the dogmatic muslim 
theologians called Ulemas to convert their kingdom into a 
theocracy. 

The Delhi Sultanate really became an all India Empire during 
the reign of the Khaljis and Tughlaq dynasties. The Khalji Sultan 
Alauddin Khalji (1296-1316 A.D.) dreamt of building up an all 
India Empire. He captured the two great forts of Ranthambhor 
and Chitor and also conquered Gujrat. His general Malik Kafur 
extended the Sultanate Empire to South India. Some years later 
the new Emperor Mohammad Bin Tughlaq brought the whole of 
South India under his direct rule. Alauddin tried to introduce 
various economic reforms including price control and rationing. 
Mohammad Bin Tughlaq tried to introduce currency reforms. Both 
these Sultans also improved the judicial system and were patrons 
of education and culture. During the reign of Feroz shah Tughlaq 
decay in the Empire set in. In 1398-99 the great Mongol leader 
Timur the lame invaded India, massacred the population of Delhi 
and after plundering the capital, went back. 

After the downfall of the Tughlaqs, the Syed dynasty ruled in 
Delhi for some time. After that, an Afghan dynasty called the Lodis 


became the rulers in Delhi. Ibrahim Lodi was the last Sultan of, 


this dynasty. The Mughal ruler Babar entered India and defeated 
Ibrabim Lodiin the first battle of Panipat in 1526. He also defeated 
the Rajput king Rana Sanga of Mewar in the battle of Khanua 
and ended the rule of Sultanate in Indian history and established 
the Moghal rule in India. 


The Economic Life under the Sultanate : 
Е We come to know of the economic, 


social and cultural life of India in the 
period of Sultanate from the works 
of historians like Hasan Nizami, 
Ziauddin Barani, Minhaj-uddin, 
from the poetry and other writings of 
Amir Khusrau and from the travel 
accounts of eminent foreigners like 
Ibn Batuta, Afnasi Nikitin, Nicolo 
Conti, Abdur Razzaq etc. 

Bulk of the Indian population lived 
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in villages and depended on agriculture. Society was sharply 
divided. At the top were the Amirs, Ulemas and high 
representatives of the ruling class. Down below were the peasants, 
the workers and other poor men. The peasantry, by dint of their 
hard work produced agricultural wealth and the ruling upper class 
lived in wealth and splendour by exploiting them. Amir Khusrau 
has movingly written that the gems in the crown of the Sultan 
are really the tears of the oppressed peasantry. 

The Sultans hardly ever thought about the welfare of their 
Е subjects. Their rule did not 
develop on the basis of the 
support and co-operation of the 
people. The basis of their power 
was military prowess. During the 
reign of Mohammed Bin Tughlaq 
the rate of the land revenue was 
increased, resulting in the 
increase of the misery of the 

А peasants. On top of this was the 
Alauddin Khilji oppression of the Jagirdars. 

Cottage industries developed in the spheres of weaving of cloth 
and silk, wooden industry, sugar and paper making industry, The 
Hindus were still predominant in the sphere of trade and 
commerce. India had good trade relations with other countries. 
The Muslims were mainly rulers and warriors. 

Social Life: 

In the villages caste system was severe. Hindu Society made 
harsher caste rules to prevent the incursion of Islam andintroduced 
the purdah system among women. Also in vogue were pernicious 
systems like Sati , early marriage etc. These had lowered the 
prestige of women in society. Only women of the aristoc 
obtain some form of higher education. 

In the Hindu society the Brahmins were dominant and in the 
Muslim society the Ulemas were pre-dominant. The Muslims again 
were divided into two Sects—Shias and Sunnis Some of the 
Sultans like Firoz Shah Tughlaq were dogmatic in the matter of 
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religion. The Hindus had to pay various types of taxes and usually 
they were not given high posts in the administration. However, 
there were liberal rulers like Mohamined Bin Tughlaq who were 
quite tolerant towards the Hindus. 

Bengal in the period of Sultanate: 

The Sultanate of Delhi were never really able to bring Bengal 
under their complete domination. Whenever possible, rulers of 
Bengal had revolted against Delhi. In this way two independent 
kingdoms sprang-up in Bengal under the Ilyas Shahi dynasty 
(1342-1486 A.D.) and the Hussain Shahi dynasty (1493-1538 
A.D.). During the rule of these two dynasties Bengali language 
and literature vastly improved. A number of excellent books in 
Bengali were written at this time. One such book was the Lalita 
Madhab by Rupa Goswami. Maladhar Basu translated the 
Mahabharata in Bengali called “Sri-Krishna-Vijaya’’. The famous 
Adina mosque at Pandua and the two Sona mosques in Gaur were 
also built in ihis period. 


THE BHAKTI MOVEMENT : 

During the entire Sultanate period the two religions, Hinduism 
and Islam co-existed side by side as powerful social factors. 
Intercourse between them increased and this paved the way for 
Hindu Muslim unity. Anumber of greatmen appearedin this period 
who rejected the caste system and preached that only through 
love and prayer, one could achieve nearness to God. This is known 
in history as the Bhakti Movement. The exponents of the Bhakti 
Movement wanted their followers to became honestand respectful 
towards all faiths. They also preached that all men are equal in 
the eyes of God and through service to men, one could find true 
salvation. Among the more famous exponents of Bhakti movement 
were Ramananda, Chaitanya, Nanak, Kabir and so on. 

Among the Muslims too а kind of Bhakti movement sprang-up 
through the Sufi fakirs. They also preached in favour of Hindu 
Muslim unity and they are deeply respected even today. They also 
said that true salvation can be achieved only through prayer and 

he inore famous Sufi preachers were 
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Sree Chaitanya: А 
In Bengal and Estern India the g 
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movement was Sree 
у. Сһайапуа (1485-1533). Не 
| was born їп a brahmin family 
in Nabadwip. At the age of 
twenty four he became 
Sanyasi and preached the 
Vaishnava faith in Bengal, 
Orissa and Deccan. His main 
message was that all men are 
equal in the eyes of God and 
one could achieve salvation 
only through love -of 
mankind. He was against the 
caste system and by 
preaching his religion 


С 1 through kirtans, he won the 
Sri Chaitanya. hearts of the majority of 
Indians. 
Nanak : 


In North-Western India the Bhakti Movement was preached by 
V Es > > Guru Nanak (1469-1538 A.D.). He 

S preached a great religious philosophy 

with the synthesis of the best teachings 
of Hinduism and Islam. He too was against 
the caste system. He preached that alltrue 
believers were neither Hindus nor 
ЧУ” \ Muslims but men. This religion later on 
Guru Nanak came to be known as the Sikh religion and 
his teachings together with the teachings of other Sikh Gurus is 
known as the Grantha-Sahib. This is the NEN 
main scripture of the Sikhs. РЕ 
Another great reformer and exponent 
ofthe Bhakti movement was Ramananda. 
Among his disciples was a Muslim weaver 
called Kabir. He also preached that there / 
is no difference between Hindus and 
Muslims between men and men. The 
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poetry called Doha composed by Kabir is an immortal treasure 
of Hindi literature. 
Hindu-Muslim unity and cultural synthesis : 

It is true, that Hindu and Muslim Kings and Sultans as well as 
feudal chiefs often fought each other. But this was not the only 
driving force of Indian history in that period. As more and more 
Muslims made India their permanent homeland, their intercourse 
with the Hindu population gradually increased and the area of 
conflict decreased. The Urdu language evolved as a result ofa 
mixture between Persian and Hindi. Educated upper-class 
Muslims learned Sanskrit, translated Indian scriptures, epics and 
books on higher education. On the other hand in dress habits and 
social customs Islam made a deep impact on Hindu society. In 
this way Hindus and Muslims intermingled and learnt a lot from 


each other. 
Art and Architecture : 

The special architecture that prew-up in the period of the 
Sultanate came to be known as the Indo-Muslim architecture. To 
construct palaces, Towers and build cities, the Sultans had to 
engage Hindu architects and masons. Naturally their impact fell 
on Islamic architecture and sculpture. Notable examples of this 
are the Qutb-Minar and the ruins of Tughlugabad near Delhi. 
Among the best examples of regional architecture are the Jami 
Masjid in Ahmedabad, the Adina Mosque in Bengal and the 
The major examples of Hinduarchitecture 


constructions in Ajmer. 
Tower of Rana Kumbha at Chitor 


of this period are the Victory Tow 
and the temple of Bitholdeva at Vijaynagar. 


grove and Sanskrit were studied in the period of the 
Sultanate. Together with Persian and Urdu, regional languages 
like Hindi, Oriya, Bengali, Marathi, Punjabi, Gujrati, Tamil, 
Telegu, etc. also developed in this period. Amir Khasru was the 
greatest poet in the Persian language. Among the historians were 
Hasan Nizami, Minhajuddin and Zia-uddin Barani. During the rule 
of Feroz Shah Tughlaq, books on music and medicine written in 


Sanskrit were translated into Persian language. At the initiative 
of Zain-ul-Abedin, a Muslim ruler of Kashmir, the Mahabharata 
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and the Rajatarangini were translated from the Sanskrit into 
Persian. Under the patronage of Nusrat Shah and Hussain Shah 
in Bengal, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata were translated 
into Bengali from Sanskrit. 
What have you learnt : 

9 The Arabs had developed contacts with India for a long time 
through trade and commerce. They had good relations with the 
local population. 

9 The Turko-Afghan Sultans established independent kingdoms 
in India. and were not really under the Khalifas. Some of them 
were religious degmatists, but many others followed а policy of 
religious toleration. 

9 After the initial period of conquests and battles, Hindus and 
Muslims came close to each other. Cultural synthesis developed. 
© The preachers of Bhakti movement and the Sufi Fakirs in this 


period preached of unity of all men — of the oneness of God 
and of different religions. 


EXERCISE 
1. Objective Question : 
(a) The Arab-Muslims first came 
travellers/writers/merchants. 
(b) Muhammad Ghuri could win victory against the Hindu 
kings because of the weakness of Prithwiraj 


Chauhan/neglect of military science by Indians/disunit 
among Indians. у 


(c) The Sultans of India were — under the ruler of 
Ghazni/were not under any foreign ruler. 

(d) One of the best examples of Hindu-Muslim cultural 
synthesis was birth of the caste system/ birth of the Urdu 
language. 

2. Brief Questions: 

(a) In which area of India did the Arab merchants come first ? 


(b) What were the aspects of ancient India that had attracted 
the Muslims ? 


(c) Who was Abu Masar ? : 
(d) In which year did the Second Battle of Tarain take place ? 


to India as — 
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Who introduced price controlin the essential commodities 

of the market ? 

(f) Who introduced currency reforms in India ? 

(g) What is a Doha? 

(h) Who was Amir Khusrau ? 

(i) In whose reign was the Qutb-Minar constructed ? 

(j) Which Sultan first extended his Empire to South-India ? 

(k) Who constructed the Adina mosque ? 

(1) Where is the Victory tower of Rana Kumbha ? 

(m) Who organised the translation of Rajatarangini in Persian ? 

(n) During whose reign in Bengal was the Mahabharata 
translated into Bengali ? 

(о) Who was the last ruler of the Sultanate period ? 


(с 


. Essay Type Questions: 


(a) Breifly discuss the social and economic life in the Sultanate 


period. 
(b) Who are the writers from whom we come to know a lot 


about the Sultanate period ? 

(c) Discuss briefly the main aspects of literature and 
architecture in Bengal during the reign of the Iliyas Shahi 
and Hussain Shahi dynasty ? 

(d) What were the contributions of Sri Chaitanya and Guru 
Nanak to the Bhakti movement ? 

(e) Give some examples of Hindu-Muslim cultural synthesis 
in the fields of literature and architecture. | 
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Chapter ХШ 
The last phase of the Middle-Age (14 and 15th centuries) 


The Fall of Constantinople and its impact on the Renaissance 


In 1453 A.D. Emperor Constantine XI was defeated in a battle 
against the Turkish Emperor Mohammed II. This led to the fall 
of Constantinople, capital of the Byzantine Empire. This event 
had two consequences. Firstly, the scholars of the Eastern Roman 
Empire fled with all their books and manuscripts to West Europe 
and took shelter in Italy. Secondly, the land links between East 
and West Europe was snapped. The first consequence extended 
the frontiers of knowledge in Europe. The second consequence 
was that the land-route being closed, the merchants of West 

Europe tried to reach Asia by sea route. This significantly 
influenced the Renaissance in Europe. 
The Listinctive features of the Renaissance: 
From the 10th Century onward education and culture 
| significantly advanced in Europe. Universities were set up and city 
life deeply influenced Europeans and a kind of Renaissance took 
place in Europe. This is known in history as the Twelveth Centur 
Renaissance. This Renaissance fully flowered in the 1 4thand 15th 
centuries. This Renaissance ended the Middle-Age and staited 
the beginning of the Modern Age. The five main distinctive features 
of this Renaissance were freedom, rationalism, civil liberties 
universalism, and humanism. d 
The New Awakening : 

It was in Italy that this Renaissance first started. Two factors 
helped it. Firstly, the wealthy merchants of the city states of Ital 
encouraged this new knowledge. Secondly, Italy's contacts d 
the Arab World widened the horizon of their knowledge. 
Moreover, the cities of Italy had good cultural contacts with i 
countries of Europe. Numerous scholars from Paris Cologne. 

Oxford, Cambridge and other Universities came to Italy to acquire 
new knowledge. This further started the urge to know among the 
Italian population. 
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The great Scholars of the Renaissance: 

By their great creative works in the Italian language, Dante 
(1265-1329), Petrarch (1304-74) and Boccaccio (1313-75) 
opened the flood gates of the Renaissance. They gave the Italian 
language, the prestige of a great national language. There-were 
alo world famous artists at that time in Italy—Raphael, Michael 


angelo and Leonardo da Vinci. Great discoveries were also made 


at this time in the field of science, which shattered many of the 
old beliefs: for example, Copernicus discovered that it was the 
earth which was revolving round the sun. Galileo through a 


.powerful telescope showed that there was a solar system. Bruno 


declared that the sun, the earth and the stars were part of a much 
bigger universe. In this way old obsolete beliefs were shaitered. 
Geographical Discoveries : 

After the fall of Constantinople the land route from Europe to 
Asia was controlled by the Turks. European merchants and sailors 
started searching for new sea routes. In 1487 A.D. the Portuguese 
sailor Bartholomew Diaz discovered a sea route to the Far East. 
Thus, the tip of South Africa was, named the Cape of Good Hope. 
In 1492 Christopher Colombus reached some island near America 
while searching for new sea-routes. In 1498 Vasco da Gama 
reached the Port of Calicut in South-West India. Magellan started 
from Cadiz in Spain and his sailors completed a sea voyage round 
the world. Discovery of new sca routes and new countries 
increased the geographical knowledge of mankind. Trade and 
commerce expanded and together with it, came the supremacy 
over the seas and the establishment of colonial empires. 

Emergence of National States—towards the end of the Middle 
Age feudal oppression and anarchy led the kingandthe merchants 
to combine and set up National states in England, France, Spain, 
Portugal etc. In the first half of the 16th century the Netherlands 
went under the rule of Spain. From 1556-1579 on the rebels 
established a new sovereign republic named Holland. 

Союш коро 1 discoveries and $еа-Моуаре in the 


As a result of geographica | 
15th and- 16th popu certain countries notably Spain and 
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Portugal built up large overseas Colonial Empires. In the 1 7th and 
18th century Spain and Portugal became weak. Their place was 
taken by the Dutch, the French and the English. They built up 
Empires in Indonesia, Indo-China and India. 
Conflict between Old and the New: 

Towards the end of Middle Age, the Old order was breaking 
up. The feudal Lords were gradually losing power. National states 
sprang up with the merchants and the rural middle class as the 
driving force. The universities and the Renaissance were extending 
the frontiers of human knowledge. Geographical discoveries had 
increased the cultural contacts between various countries. New 
discoveries in the field of science were dealing severe blows 10 
superstitions and blind faith. Economy also started changing. The 
old rulers, the feudals did not easily accept this change. Peasant 
revolts broke out in England and various parts of Europe. It was 
in this background that the Modern Age was born. 

What have you learnt ? 

О The downfall of the Eastern Roman Empire marked the end 
of the Middle Age and the birth of the Modern Age. 

о The Middle Age in Europe and India lasted for near] yathousand 
years. Despite religious conflict and breaking up of Empires, new 
economic changes in the society and cultural changes took place. 
Civilisation crossed the Middle Age and entered the Mod 
D Urbanisation was a major factor that brought ab 
changes in many countries. Serfs were liberated, 

о Half way through the Middle Age the Arab civilisation was born 
о The Distinctive features of the Modern Age: Renaissance, 
Geographical discoveries, birth of national states, colonial 
empires, conflict between the Old and New. 


EXERCISE 


ern Age. 
out basic 


1. Brief Questions: 

a) In which year did Constantinople fall ? 

b) Why is Copernicus famous ? 

c) Who discovered the sea-route to America and India ? 
d) In which country did Renaissance first take place ? 

e) Whatis the meaning of the word Renaissance ? 
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f) What is the basic idcal of Renaissance ? 
g) What led to geographical discoveries ? 
2. Essay Type Questions: 
a) What were the reactions to the downfall of Constantinople ? 
b) Discuss the main features of the Renaissance. 
c) What were the results of the geographical discoveries ? 
d) What were the main reasons for the growth of the National 
states ? 
с) Why did the Netherlands revolt ? 
What were the reasons and the results of the Peasant Revolt in 
England. 
3. Write short notes on: 
Copernicus ; Galileo, Petrarch ; Magellan ; Wat Tyler ; Emergence 
of National States ; Colonial Empire. 
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306-337 
330-1453 
330- 
395 
400-800 
410 

429 

452 

453 

455 

476 


476-1789 
480 


` 527-565 


570-632 
605 
618-907 
622 _ 
627 
632-661 
645-650 
661-750 
711 
750-1258 
768-814 
786-809 
800-824 
910 
960-1280 
1079 
1095-1391 
1110 
1122 


Chronological Data 


—Constantinc 

—Byzantine Empire 

—Change of capital in Constantinople 

— Division of Roman Empire 

—Roman Invasion by Visigoths 

—Capture of Rome by Alaric the Visigoth 
—Attack on Africa by Geiseric 

—Roman Invation by the Hun 

—The Death of Attila 

—Invasion of Rome by Vandal and Geiseric 
—The Fall of Western Roman Empire. Germans 
Come to power, the Beginning of Dark Age. 
—Feudalism 

—Saint Benedict 

—Emperor Justinian 

—Hajrat Mohammad 

—Buddhism-National Religion of Japan 
—Tang rule in China 

—Hijri Period 


—The rule of Tai Sung in China 


—The Age of the Khalifas 

—Japanese Reform or Taikwa Age 
—The rule of Unaida dynasty 

— Victory over Spain by the Arabs 

—The rule of the Arabs. 

—Charlemagne 

—Harun-ul-Rashid 

—Renival of the Holy Roman Empire 
—Cluniac Reform Movement 

—Sung is Period in China. 

—Abelard 7 

—Crusades, Growth of Towns in Europe 
—University of Paris (Notre Dame) 
—End of Investiture Contest between Empire and 
Papacy 


1155-1287 
1187 
1193 
1209 
1224 
1265 
1271 
1280 
1214 
1340 ' 
1358 
1381 
1453 


1492 
1498 


424 
456-67 
496 
606 
606-647 
610-642 
630-644 
630 

712 

750 

770 

770 


985 

1014 
1020 

1013 
1192-1206 
1206-1290 


—Genghis Khan 

—Saladin 

—Albert Magnus 

—Cambridge Univertsity 

—Thomas Aquinas 

—Dante 

—Journcy of Marco Polo to China 
—Yuan Age. Kublai Khan 

—Roger Bacon 

—Chancer 

—Peasant Revolution in France 
—Peasant Revolution in Endland (Watt Tylar) 
—The downfall of Constantinople and Eastern 
Roman Empire 

—Columbus discovers America 
—Discovery of India by Vasco-da-Gama 

India 

—Nalanda University 

—Skandagupta invation by white Huns. 
—The fall of the Gupta Empire 
—Sasanka 

—Harshavardhana 

—Pulakesin II (Chalukya) 

—Hiuen Tsang's travel in India 
—Narasimhavarman (Pallava) 

— Capture of Sind by the Arabs 

—Pala Dynasty 

—Borobodur 

—Dharmapala. Tripartite struggle surrounding Ka- 
nauj 

—Raja Raja Ichola 
—Rajendra Chola 


 —Raja Bhoj Paramar a Dynasty 


—Atisa Dipankar 


—Death of Prithviraj Chauha by Mohammad Ghori 
—Turko-Afghan Dynasty 


1290-1320 
1296-1316 
1320-1413 
1325-1352 
1342 
1398 
1414-1451 
1451-1526 
1469 
1485 
1493 
1526 


—Khalji Dynasty 

—Alauddin Khalji 

—Tughlaq Dynasty 
—Mohammad Bin-Tughluq 
—lyas Shahi 
—Timur-Lang's invasion of India 
—Saiyad Dynasty 

— Lodi Dynasty 

—Guru Nanak 

—Sri Chaitanya 

—Hussain Shahi Dynasty 
—Rule of the Mughals-Babar 
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